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IV PfiEFACE. 

The term "unsettled^* may imply, that be- 
ing settled before, there has been an attempt 
to imsettle them. No doubt they are settled 
in their deed of inheritance — ^their charter of 
immmiities and privileges, the Word of our God ! 
Nothing can imsettle them as they are there. 
It is possible, however, that on the one hand 
and the other, the affirmative explainers and the 
negative explainers, there maybeanimsettling 
in the opinions which are formed respecting the 
contents and import of the deed of settlement. 
It may also be the case, that a book shall 
give the impression, that it is designed to settle 
the question on both sides — ^that the author 
presumes that the truth is with him, and 
when he says, that is not so, and this ts so— 
truth, through him has settled the matter at 
issue : then the title presiunes to say, that the 
matters at issue are still open ; that they are 
unsettled. Or it may indicate, that the deed 
or charter, does not itself settle the matters in 
dispute ; that the mode is designedly held in 
mystery, that the fulfilment of God's purposes 
shall go beyond what has been delineated, 
or^ that fulfilment shall throw back such a 



light, as shall dispel mists and fogs, and cause 
those things which previously looked very dif- 
ferent, to appear what they always were, al« 
though not before susceptible of settlement 
as to their precise nature or form. Isa. buy. 4. 
1 Cor. ii. 9. 

The writer must, of course, beware lest he 
impugn unreasonably, and lest he himself be 
more guilty of that which he impugns than 
those whom he ventures to impugn. In com- 
mon with the author, on whose book he treats, 
he feels the subject to be a very serious one, 
not only for the doctrine it involves, but also 
for its practical bearings. And yet, it is sub- 
mitted that practical movements, in reference 
to the Jews, should not be at all originated^ 
directed, or ruled, by prophecies bearing up- 
on them, but by the principles common to all 
people, as applied with a consideration of th& 
special, economical, mental, moral and reU- 
gious position of the Jews. 

There may be others as well as the 
writer, who feel it a pity that the correspond- 
ent of the author did not affirm or question 
what was advanced. If he replied at all, and 
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Vl PKEFACE. 

would permit his letters to form an appen- 
dix, it would be a yaluable one. If he did 
not reply at aU, it must be thought that, as 
correspondents, the one was very disinterested 
and inferential of complacency, and the other 
remarkably remiss. Something more also from 
the venerable Jay, of Bath, would be highly 
gratifying. There is something from Hamil- 
ton, of Leeds, in his Essay on Missions. 

The writer disclaims the power of himself 
settling the question treated upon, but his anx- 
iety is, that it should be so regarded as an 
Unsettled question, that many should be in- 
duced to treat upon it, and while " none of the 
wicked shall understand, may it be ours to be 
of the wise to understand."* 

* The author will be glad, if his mode of treating the volume 
feihall make it necessary to place " The Letters " beside his book 
in order to their relative appreciation, and he fears that unless 
this be done, his own book will be imperfectly understood, and 
quotations taken apart, will hardly be fair to the writer whom 
he answers. 



THE 

TEMPORAL PROSPECTS 

OP 

ISRAEL UNSETTLED. 

REPLY. 

LETTER I. 

SirpposiNG it not to be held by a respon- 
dent that, on the restoration of the Jews to 
Palestine, there will be a confounding of 
things temporal with things spiritual : and 
supposing it to he held by him, that the 
spiritual things of the Jews will not differ, in 
kind, from those of the Gentiles, then possibly 
there is nothing in the first letter to which he 
has to reply, because it imputes the contrary : 
the book, however, allows of no modification. 
The letter may be open to the following 

BEMARKS. 

(Page 2, J Suitable means, as implied in a 
quotation from Cromwell, do not find their 



rule or warrant in prophecy ^ but in precept'^ 
<* Go into all the world and preach the gospel 
" to every creature," and the same principle 
applies to the matter of restoration, if it is 
to be. 

Supposing the Jews, if restored, to have the 
pecidiarities of a distinct nation, this woidd 
not make them God's " peculiar*' in the sense 
of distinctive spiritual property. 

fp, 3.y The Jews as a people still have 
what was ascribed to them, after the Christian 
dispensation, in the sense in which it was then 
ascribed. (Romans ix. 4, 5.) And, for the 
Fathers' sake, there is " a remnant," should 
be added. 

fp. A, J There may be a difl^rence between 
Jews and Gentiles in some sense, but not that 
which affects the ground o^ salvation. 

May it not be asked— 

fp. 5.) Was it quite so, that the Jews were 
not, in the New Testament, and in the first 
age, regarded as a people distinguished above 
other people on any account? And if they 
were then, on some account (short of that in 
which all are one) spoken of as superior, what 
terminated it ? 

fp. 6.) The espression by the author, 



" Above other nations,^' supposes it not to be 
incompatible that they should be a nation; 
this is alluded to in the summary reply at the 
beginning. 

The writer assigns now the following 
destination, " they are rebellious children, in a 
" sense distinct from any in which the desig- 
" nation can be applicable to other people— 
" because no other people haye been similarly 
" situated—* as concerning the gospel, enemies 
** for your sakes ; but as touching the election, 
** beloved for the Fathers' sakes, for the gifts 
** and callings of God are without repentance/ 
" The grounds, &c." 

Who are beloved for the Fathers* sakes? 
The Jews in general, or, the elect remnant ? 

/^. 7 ) That they shall, in the author's 
terms, ** enjoy a national glory and distinction 
" under the personal reign of Christ" — if in- 
tended in the sense of confounding temporal 
and spiritual things— it is not held. 

" Whatever the restoration be," tlie author 
says, •* it is promised only on repentance." 
But was there particular repentance, and of 
what kind, evangelical or legal — at the end 
of the seventy years in Babylon ? Is it not 
unsettled whether a change in temporal mat- 



ters require it? God is not bound where 
man is. 

(p. 8.) The middle wall of partition was 
broken down, while, in the first age, the 
distinction, short of the ground of salvation, 
existed. (Ephesians ii.) 



LETTER II. 

If it be held, that principles upon which 
there is no difference of opinion, and circum- 
stances' that may arise without miracle — ^may 
of themselves produce on a localism, that which 
shall fulfil temporal promises and predictions, 
(supposing such to remain to be fiilfiUed) then 
there is nothing, it is presumed, controverting 
these things in this letter. 

BEKABKS. 

fp, 10.) " The Christian community,^^ In 
what sense used by the author ? '' All shall 
know the Lord from the least unto the 
greatest," is part of that covenant which is 
asserted by the author to apply without differ- 
ence. In that case, how, according to him, 
does it prove the conversion of the Jews as 
such ? Does it not now receive fulfilment in 



every case in which the coTcnant ia appro- 
priated ? 

(p, 11.) " The temporal prospects," he says, 
" are unsupported by the New Testament." 
It is presumed this is as yet unsettled. 

The author says, " The New Testament does 
<* not hint in the remoteai way at a literal re- 
'^ storation of the Jews to the national poa- 
*' session and inheritance of their own land." 
This, as it is afterwards dealt with, is as yet 
unsettled. 

Though *' General harmony requires ! New 
" Testament writers who were Jewe nerer 
(< confirming the prediction of the national 
" restoration ! 

" Supposing this discrepancy!" 

All these things argued afterwards— «nd 
therefore as yet unsettled. But, it may be 
remarked— of course inspired writers did not 
indulge their inclinations. 

If the New Testament says that there is a 
sure word of prophecy to which we do well to 
take heed ; and if it says that all Scripture 
was given by inspiration &c., though it should 
not repredict any thing, what want of har- 
mony is there, or what discrepancy can there 
be? 



(p, 13.) The dilemma he states to be, 
'^ No duties arising to Christians from pre* 
*' dictions of the restoration of the Jews^-or 
" the New Testament is defective as a rule of 
" Christian practice." 

If the principle be admitted that it is pre- 
cept, and not prediction, that is the rule of 
practice, no such dilemma exists, 

(p, 14.) "The New Covenant," he says, 
" obviously means the Gospel dispensation, 
" and consequently cannot be considered as 
" having an exclusive application to the Jews." 
This it is hoped ts settled with all. But, 
it is presumed to be taught to be a new 
covenant as in relation to the old. The 
old being the dispensation of Moses^^-not that 
which was older than Moses, the dispensation 
to Abraham, which the law, 400 years after, 
could not disannul. May it not be unsettled, 
whether the promise of the land to Abraham 
and his descendants has been repealed ? Be- 
sides, the 11th of Hebrews, 10, 13, 14, 15, 
and 16th verses, quoted in proof, combine 
the literal fulfilment with the spiiitual, with- 
out confounding them : Abraham had a higher 
inheritance, but he still expected and be- 
queathed the lower. Cannot that which is 



temporal have its proper place with his de- 
scendants as it had with him ? And may they 
not sheve how they can possess as though they 
possessed not, and use the world without 
abusing it? 

(p, 16.) The settled, according to the 
author yet unsettled, namely, that Paul ''never 
*' once alludes to such an event as their literal 
*' restoration to Palestine, and national im- 
" portance." " Nor did ever our Lord," says 
he, " who was himself a Jew, and foretold the 
** destruction of Jerusalem, and wept at the 
" prospect of its woes. He did indeed /»m»V" 

The Umitaiion clause is then treated upon, 
namely : 

''Until the times of the Gentiles be ful- 
fiUed." 

"If," says the author, ''he intended to say, 
merely, that Jerusalem should be trodden 
under foot until oppressors ceased from the 
earth, when, «n common with other places, it 
should enjoy the blessings of imiversal peace 
and love; his words are free from all obscurity, 
and fully convey their intended sense, and are 
not liable to any other construction, as de- 
manded by the general tenor of the New 
Testament." b 
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Is this to be tHe peace of soUfude or habu 
tation} — if the latter, would it bo contrary to 
New Testament construotion, that the nni- 
yersal peace should allow a people, scattered 
everywhere, to indulge to' some extent a 
preference, and to settle where their fathers 
lived, and to sow and plant without the fear 
of having the seed for sowing stolen out of 
their hands — ^their produce mulcted — and 
themselves ordered on a mission that their 
homes might be rav^ed? 

The author says '' I take the passage to be 
fairly paraphrased thus : — 

"The day of Jerusalem's sorrow is ap- 
" proacliing — ^the armies of its desolators draw 
" nigh — ^and soon its destruction will be ac- 
** complished, and it shall never cease to be 
"desolate and oppressed, imtil the blessed 
" period arrive, when the Gentiles shall op- 
" press no more, and when all lands shall 
" rejoice and blossom as the rose,'^ 

Before dealing with the force of the word 
"imtil," the supplement given, leaves the 
question unsettled; what it settles is, that the 
restoration shall not be of that land alone, 
but that, together with its rejoicing, and 
blossoming as the rose, all lands shall do tbo 



like. Is not this all that is asked for, especi- 
ally when the beauty and the fragrance and the 
unwithering and the still fragrant properties 
of the rose in death are but emblems of moral 
and spiritual things? 

Then passages are adduced, shewing that 
" until" is sometimes till the termination and 
sometimes not; or, as Parkhurst puts it, cither 
excluding the subsequent time. Matt. xxiy. 38., 
Luke i. 20, 21, et alfreq: or not excluding it, 
Rom. V. 18, viii. 22. 

The instances in the letter are Gen. xxyiii. 
15, 1 Sam. XY. 35, Bom. y. 13, Mark xiy. 25, 
Mat. y. 18. 

"These quotations,'* he remarks, "suffici- 
" ently proye that the word until does not 
" always imply limitation, or alteration ; much 
'^ less the exact and literal recurrence of a 
" former circumstance." 

Must it not then remain imsettled, that it 
means that a supplement is to be giyen,— *' in 
'' aU lands rejoicing and blossoming as the 
'« rosef 

" The bringing in of the Gentiles (he con- 
tinues) is doubtless the cyent predicted in 
" those reiterated announcements of prophecy, 
** which, if taken literally, appear only to foretel 
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" the future restoration and prosperity of the 
" Jews !" 

It is presumed this rather sustains the sum* 
mary reply. 

In page 80, the author in a note admits his 
using the word " until" in the sense that ex- 
cludes the ^ture, and, by implication, defines 
the sense in which he had used it in this place 
to be, that which includes the future^ but not 
that which supplements a fact — "All lands re- 
" joicing and blossoming as the rose." If this 
be so, that it includes the ^ture, then the 
sense would be that after the fulfilment of the 
times of the Gentiles, as well as before, they 
would tread down the city. And the sense 
according to this would be — " And Jerusalem 
" shall be trodden down of the Gentiles imtil 
" the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled, and 
" thenceforward, for it is inclusive of the 
" future, and not exclusive."* But the tenor of 
Scripture is surely contrary to this settlement. 

{"p, 20.) " The ransomed flock of every 
" kindred, tribe, and c/»W"—- supposes all these 



* The holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two 
months— -what afterwards ? something in symhol respecting the 
Gentiles, or respecting the city! or nothing?— Bey. ii. 2. 



ii 



accidents as compatible with the kingdom, not 
the annihilation of them. 

The silence of the New Testament is again 
assumed, but not settled. In saying what 
would or what woidd not be natural in the 
writers of the New Testament, is it not taking 
too low a ground for inspiration ? 

^p, 22.) Supposing the restoration to the 
land, still nothing temporal is the thcnie of 
the neta covenant. But because it is not its 
theme— does it therefore follow that if the 
promise, as made to Abraham, remain, it can- 
not haye its fulfilment consistently with the 
new covenant? If that which is temporal be 
rather involved in that which is spiritual, or 
in the effects of that which is spiritual, namely, 
that which the author declares, '* the peace of 
" all fiationSy* then would not that account 
for its not being spoken of with more definite- 
ness in the New Testament, even ihotdd the 
cancelling of the ^' until,'^ and the llth of 
Homans, be allowed to the author? Besides 
which, it wants the spiritual state contem- 
plated to prevent the abuse of the expectation 
of that which is temporal, and supposing there 
were the definiteness which the author de- 
maudsi may it bQ inferred that he holds that 
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that Bbould be a guide to men to bring tbe 
temporal promise to pass ? If bo, do we not 
unite in tbankfulness that the predictions are 
not more practicable ? 

When the author uses the phrase : fp» 22.) 
" And shine on every land alike.''* Does he 
mean to use land without polity ? Does he 
mean that under the spiritual reign of the 
Messiah there will be no nations, or will he 
allow that there may be nations, and that 
the fact of their distinction shall beautify their 
union, and make their harmony the more truly 
such ? — ^then, in the latter case, why not the 
Jews a nation— collected in part — if also in 
part scattered ? 

fp. 23.) "Ye shall not see me again." 
As this is an apostrophe to Jerusalem— does 
" its obvious and unquestionable meaning" 
exclude that which is temporal? Because the 
individual Jew has the blessedness depicted in 
the 11th Romans — each one of the remnant of 
the elect^^svhstaniially all, and suhstaniially and 
sptrittmlly the Gentiles with them ; must we 
therefore exclude a collective idea in regard to 
the Jews, when that passage says, with some 
sense, ** So all Israel shall be saved ?'* 

(p. 24.) Heb. viii., Heb. xi. 13., 2 Cor. iii. 
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6. to the end^ and 3 Gal. may leave the 
question unsettled. 
And the conclimon is not yet arrived at. 



LETTERS III. & IV. 

REPLY. 

If prophets are admitted to have described 
things so as to lead to an expectation of a 
return to a national state — provided that 
national state be not confounded with that 
which is spiritual— why may it not be ? — If a 
prevalence of peace and prosperity is to mark 
the latter times, why may not Israel share 
with the aspect of a nation^ in these things as 
well as any section of the Gentiles ? — If with 
the Gentiles nationality be compatible with the 
kingdom of Christ, why not with the Jews ? 

HEMABKS. 

/>. 21. J "The Jews, from the days of 
"their father Abraham to the Christian era, 
" constituted the infant church, which, in its 
"maturity in the latter days, should comprise 
"the whole world." Doubted. 

The stone cut out of the mountains without 
hands, it is presumed, was not the Jewish 
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nation ; but it is the spiritual church, part of 
which may be of that nation as of any other. 

The description. ''The general assembly 
and church of the first bom, whose names are 
written in heaven," coidd not regard that 
church* and the Jewish people as synonymous. 

fp. 28.y Surely the consequence of deny- 
ing an opinion in form, is not, as alleged, to 
deny the divine inspiration of the Apostle I 

fp, 32 J If it had pleased the Lord to 
give the Jews a theocracy, that would not have 
been on that account a spiritual kingdom. 
And if the Pharisees were riffht in theory, that 
a national state might be looked for by the 
Jews, our Lord's reply was nevertheless accord- 
ing to truth, because his kingdom would still 
have been one in the heart. So was it with 
those who were spiritual when the theocracy 
existed. 

fp, 34.) Zacharias may not be out of his 
reckoning if the mystery of darkness in the 
11th of Bomans be respected, and Peter's 
"thousand years as one day,"— not, however, 
as involving a local, temporal reign, as giving 
fulfilment to spiritual predictions. Must we 



• PiaImxtU*e2,aiidH»bi:«inU.19. 
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deny to Zacharias himself, a thought of that 

which was TEMFOSAL ? 

Jer. xi. 5. — Eespects expressly the cov- 
enant in the wildemesSf not the promise to 
Abraham. 

^p» 40.) The author remarks — "All pro- 
phecies which may be, and often are, adduced 
to support the opinion of a literal restoration, 
^'but which are here plainly declared to be 
*' fulfilled in the dispensation of Christianity at 
"the period of the angel's annunciation." 

Of course then, waiting the Saviour's fulfil- 
ment of his work, and therefore, in some 
degree, in anticipation : to be fulfilled after the 
days of Zacharias, &c. 

Supposing the spiritual reign to be referred 
to — if there was a national state in probation— 
whose constitution would coincide with the 
spiritual and universal kingdom of Christ-— or, 
the probation failing, if there be still such in 
reserve, there is nothing to contradict it. 
That which is temporal, is but incidental to it. 

^p. 41.) "The apostles no where recog- 
nize any other kingdom than a spiritual 
one." But do these Scriptures deny that the 
Jews are to have their place and nation ? Did 
they not inculcate that they lost these as a 
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chastisement? and is not the inference war- 
ranted, that, but for the requirement of that 
chastisement, their existence as a nation woidd 
not have been incompatible with the kingdom 
of Christ ? 

Exodus xix. 8, is cited, for what purpose, and 
in connexion with what covenant, does not ap- 
pear. It may be a little warrant to the hypo- 
thesis. ' Had the Jews not rejected the gos- 
pel, they had been both a nation, and pre- 
valently of the kingdom of Christ. What 
might have hem formerly consistently, may 
bo hereafter consistently. 

Abraham. Heb. xi. 13,— again, to shew 
that what Abraham looked for was a spiritual 
kingdom ; whereas what Abraham is said to 
have looked for in this passage, was neither 
temporal nor spiritual, in the sense intended, 
but heavenly in the sense not intended, that 
is out of this world in the regions of glory. 

fp. 44.) Our author says, Amos ix. 11, 
"Whoever believes, in the fixture restoration 
"of Israel to Palestine will imdoubtedly cite — 
"Amos ix. 11, to the end." 

This is quoted in full, and where passages 
are not followed out, the reader of the letters 
should do it. 
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But the allusion to this prophecy by James, 
is held to settle its exclusive reference to that 
which is spirituaL And as the prophecy is 
determined by James to have its fulfilment, 
not in the return from Babylon, but in the 
Christian dispensation, it follows, that the 
prediction, representing a return from capti- 
vity, and a planting upon their land never to 
be pulled out of it, is a figiure of that which is 
sptrttualf alike applicable to Qentiles and Jews. 
And this, by the authority of James, speaking 
by the Spirit, and therefore in/alhbly, — So 
indicates the author. 

Acts XV. 16, lY, should not be given in 
part — but *• to the end^* of the quotation by 
James we should have had — we will cite the 
whole — " After this I will return, and I will 
build again the Tabernacle of David which is 
fallen down, and I will btiild again the ruins 
thereof, and I will set it up : That the residue 
of men might seek after the Lord, and all the 
Gentiles upon whom my name is called, saith 
the Lord who doeth all these things." 

Now, is not the question feirly this : For 
what intent does the apostle make the quota- 
tion? The answer is, to shew that the 
OentQes or the heathen should be visited, and 
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tliat God would take a people out of them. 
Is he right in this application of the prophecy? 
Clearly he is. Are we, then, to lose sight of 
the seventeenth verse, and to conclude, " This 

clearly proves that the true interpretation 

must be spiritual. And having the apostles' 
" application spiritually of the eleventh and 
" twelfth verses, by what authority shall we 
'^ attach a literal meaning to the thirteenth, 
" fourteenth, and fifteenth verses ? " Is not 
this unsettled? Now, according to the writer, 
the return from Babylon does not fulfil the 
planting in the land — ^nor their long settle- 
ment — ^their settlement for ever — ^but it is 
altogether spiritual. This section made wholly 
spiritual! What text, whether bearing on 
return from Babylon, or any other settlement, 
may not be wholly spiritualized ? 

A note of Fuller's is cited, it is presumed* 
with approbation. 

It should seem that the septuagint transla- 
tors took the Hebrew word "Edom" to be 
"Adam," and so translated it, "of men"-— 
meaning mankind, as expressed by the word 
Adam. James quotes, for a purpose, word 
for word from the septuagini^ and as he is 
dobg it wdy for the end designed respecting 
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the Gentiles he does not disturb the Septuagint 
text. But Mr. Fuller conceiyes that James, 
or the Spirit rather, had a purpose in so 
citing the altered Hebrew text, and that pur- 
pose was to shew, that we are not to under- 
stand such prophecies topically, but spiritually 
and universally ! 

^p, 46.) Isaiah lii. 2 — 10, has its true 
interpretation, it is said, in Luke ii. 10, 11. 

Galatians iii. would not lose its blessing to 
the Gentiles on the Jews haying a national 
state. 

//?. 47.) Why may not things be spiritual 
when they cannot be otherwise ? 

{p. 48.) " Ye shall sit enthroned with 
" divine authority to utter the announcements 
" of heaven to all the tribes of men, and when 
'' the kingdoms of this world are become the 
" kingdoms of your Lord, and of His Christ 
*' for ever — the true Israel — ^the children of 
'' Abraham by faith in Christ Jesus, shall still 
" submit with joy to be regulated and judged 
" by the divinely inspired rules of apostolic 
" Truth." 

Are the tribes of men, and the true Israel 
identical ? Must there be no temporal king, 
doms amongst the tribes of men, because 

c 
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tliere is this spiritual kingdom ? The words 
*' the kingdoms^^^ should be given iu italics. 
(Rev. xi. 15.) 

" Thus we see, that while the New Testa- 
" ment abounds in allusions to the prophetic 
*' writings, and to the predictions of the latter 
" day glory y it never once confirms the predic- 
" tion, if any such exist, that the Jews as a na- 
" tion will be literally restored to their ancient 

inheritance, and national importance ; but 

expressly applies those prophecies, which are 
" adduced to prove the literal restoration, to 
*' the more important, grand, and extensive 
" subjects of the universal prevalence of holi- 
" ness, and the world's obedience to the Son 
" ^ God." 

Does the latter day glory begin with the 
Annunciation ? 

Is it not unsettled whether the latter part of 
the prophecy of Amos, if it belong to the 
Christian era, is not to be taken as somewhat 
topical ? 

fp, 49.) " That state whenever it shall 
" arrive will be only the more perfect fruit of 
*' principles already developed, and necessarily 
" producing in their operation, " the effect of 
" righteousness,*' which is " quietness and 
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^' assurance for ever." And this is all, perhaps, 
" that seers ever saw, and certainly all that Jew 
" or Gentile needs." 

May there not be perfect coincidence in 
this, and yet it be imagined that the Qentile 
will not be contemporaneously without local 
civil government, and why should Jew ? Per- 
haps the d2nd Isaiah, to which the references 
are made, as like the passage from Amos, 
depicts what is subsequent to the advent of 
the Messiah, and leaves^ like it, something 
unsettled ! 

" This only kingdom" &c. All this cheer- 
fully granted — ^but not to the prevention of the 
kingdoms' bringing their glory and honor into it. 
fp, 50.) A possible, but if so very serious 
Canon ! 

'' It is possible^ indeed, the Prophets might 
^' not have looked so far as the objects con- 
*^ templated by the spirit within them would 
'* have warranted, and in consequence might 
'* have couched their dark sayings in phrase- 
ology more liable to secular construction 
than they might otherwise have done. But 
this short-sightedness might have been per- 
»« mittdd for wise and influential ends, tending 
*< greatly to keep alive the expectations of the 
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Jews of a favorable cliange in their circum- 
stances, and thereby preventing their total 
despair, and lapse into infidelity, and aban- 
donment of all that holds them still in the 
bonds of a jealous nationality, until the veil 
shall be taken away, the day dawn, and the 
day star arise in their hearts, and the pro- 
phecy of national deliverance be illustriously 
accomplished; when there shall come out 
of Sion the deliverer, and turn away un- 
godliness £rom Jacob. For this (this deliver* 
ance, this turning away from ungodliness) 
is my covenant imto them when I shall take 
away their sins/' 
Does not this allow that the prophecy, taken 
as it lies, leads to the conclusion that there 
will be a national state of the Jews ? That 
that which shall obviate this is — ^the taking 
away of the veil ? Should it not have been 
said, the supplying of a light that shall cause 
men to understand things differently from 
their import? — ^for it is admitted what the 
import is, and the design is alleged! Accord- 
ing to this the New Testament passage so 
aptly referred to as shewing the harmony of 
the New Testament mth the Old ! — 2 Peter i. 
19, instead of being read ^'Whereunto op ^L 
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well that ye take beed as unto a light,** it 
sbould hate been read as unto an " illusion^* 
until it be the case that the light within is 
different £rom the light without, even that in 
the Oracles of Qodl It is tender ground to 
tread. But if, in common with the Jew, some 
Gentile shall think that at best we can only 
be wise according to Scripture, and not con- 
trary to it, and therefore shall {jresume that 
the Spirit expressed things as he intended, 
comparing scripture with scripture, they should 
be taken — ^he must claim to be allowed to be 
80 much a Jew as this. And if there be 
ground on which to settle the question against 
the Jews dwelling again in Palestine, it must 
not be this hypothesis! 

" Since then, the prophets were moved by 
" the Spirit of Christ, and prophesied of the 
" fflorif that should follotv his sufferings, when 
" they predicted the future glory of Israel, the 
" accordance between the genius, or spirit of 

Christianity, and the spiritual (not the 

literal) application of the Old Testament 
" prophecies, to the circumstances of the 
** Christian church, is established." 

And may it not be added, that, should the 
Jews return to Palestine and dwell there^ but 
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be guilty of no con^ion or confounding of 
temporal and spiritual things, all this will still 
be intact? 

And may it not be remarked, that in 
reference to all the promises, from the begin- 
ning in the person of Abraham, and through 
all his spiritual seed, the fact of there being 
temporal promises never prevented the applica- 
tion and preference of spiritual promises, but 
the application and preference of spiritual 
promises never caused the denial and rejection 
of temporal; whereas, if, in the abstract, it be 
contrary to the genius of a spiritual city 
and a spiritual inheritance, that there should 
be temporal ones, it should have held with 
Abraham and all his spiritual children, who, 
notwithstanding all that they possessed or ex- 
pected of the temporal, said, " I have waited 
for thy salvation O God,'* and "But he hath 
made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered 
in all things, and sure !" 

LETTER V. 

(p, 52.) Before proceeding to particulars, 
the question, suggested by previous applica- 
tions, is \'^0n ,the Jirat head here mentioned-^ 
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If It be held tliat prophecy respecting return, 
was fulfilled on their reinstatement after the 
Babylonian captivity: are there not phrases, 
&c., that should have made that a spiritual 
and not a literal return, and yet literal it was. 
But then, the author tells us elsewhere, it was 
oriental ! 

On the second. Has not the prophecy of 
Malachi a particular cause and object. If he 
was taught to close the prophecy of the Old 
Testament by admonishing of the day of 
visitation, with its obligations and conse- 
quences, which consequences bore upon the 
land — ^" Lest I come and smite the earth with a 
cur«e'*— did he contradict in any sense or de- 
gree what other prophets had told ? Had not 
Amos predicted that there should be a famine 
in the land, not a famine of bread nor a thirst 
for water, but of hearing the words of the 
Lord. There was to be a failm*e in the ministry 
of John and of Christ, but he did not predict 
those. Would it have been in keeping with the 
scope of his book that he should? Yet how 
could he predict return if he did not dis- 
persion — ^unless he did predict return in the 
words, "Then shall ye return." — iii. 18. 

The third. Difficulties. 

If the eleventh Isaiah, and other portions 
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depicting restoration after the advent, respect 
at all that ^hich is temporal, they advise of 
difficulties greater than those of the Exodus. 

But to particulars. 

(p, 53.) «* Mountain. — In Micah, as quoted, 
ch. iv. 5. It is said in continuance, *' For all 
" people will walk every one in the name of 
" his God, and We will walk in the name of 
" the Lord our God for ever and ever ?" Sup- 
plying this: 

Assuming that which is spiritual and in 
common to be the chief, may there not also be 
that which in some sense is distinctive ? 

fp. 54.) " All nations." — Unsettled or im- 
determined by the texts adduced. 

"No more" — "for ever." Two of these 
inay weU be dismissed by the author, vLb., 
Hosea i. 6, and Amos v. 2 ; and the third, as 
in the original, has not much perplexity. 

/7>.) ** For ever," as long as a dispensation 
lasts, is like the servant who was servant fbr 
ever, that is, so long as life would alloW the 
delation to continue. But the period and 
circumstances between the restoration from 
the captivity and the dispersion of the Jews, 
at least leaves a question whether that could 
fulfil in kind or continuance what was por- 
trayed?" 
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If ''forever" meant, so long as a dispensa- 
tion before the Messiah lasted, so " forever " 
connected with events after the Messiah, and 
events in connexion with the Messiah, should, 
it is presumed, mean so long as that dispensa- 
tion continues. The assumption sought to be 
negatived is not precisely brought out. 



LErrER VI. 

1st objection on phrases. 

Zton — Jerusalem. 

The general Assembly and church of the 
first born, not exclusively the church on earth, 
and if partly on earth, invisible. Can it ever 
be " constituted upon earth of people drawn 
" from every nation under heaven ?" 

Zech. viii. 22, 23. Does not the author, if 
consistent, understand this as a description of 
things on the restoration of the Jews from 
Babylon ? If more, may not that which was 
literal be again literal, diminutively, or fully ? 
(Zech. xiv. 16—21.) 

''Head the passage as alluding primarily to 
" the prosperity just dawning on the Jews 
" when the prophet wrote ; and secondarily, 
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as a metaphorical description of the gcnetal 
" church in after ages, and all difficulty 
" vanishes.'* 

But allowing that the first event suggested 
the metaphor that stands second, whj must 
the metaphor be lost if the Jews dwell again 
in Jerusalem, and they be prevalently Chris- 
tian? 

(p. 64,) Israel — Jew — Children of Abra- 
ham. 

It is said : — " These terms, so often used in 
" the Old Testament, we are informed by the 
" New, do not always mean the children of 
*• Abraham according to the flesh." 

Is it meant that in the Old Testament this 
is the case, except where the contrary is in- 
dicated? Does not Ephesians ii., which is 
referred to, teach the contrary ? At that time, 
without Christ, &c. 

Hosea, here refeiTed to in proof, closely 
observed, and FauVs reasoning upon it, tmites 
with the remnant of the Jews in their disper- 
sion, that is with " the elect remnant," beloved 
for the fathers' sakes, the called Gentiles, so as 
to make the elect Jews, in their dispersion, as 
the sand of the sea : and it accounts fbr Isaiah's 
prediction, that In themselves they should be 
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a small remnant, and harmonizes the two. If 
this be so, Hosea does not confound with the 
Israelite of the Old Testament, the Gentile. 
Indeed, the Gentiles contemplated are, as Paul 
eicplains. Christian Gentiles. 

Zerubhabel. — Haggai ii, 21, 25; Zech. 
iv. 6, 7, 9. But would it not remain the 
same, although there should be a restoration 
that should not invade the kingly prerogative 
of Jesus .^ 

So with Joshua as it respects that which is 
ecclesiastical. (Zech. vi. 11, 13.) 



LETTJIR VII. 

Some of the prophecies at length. 

Whether these leave unsettled the temporal 
prospects of Israel } 

(p, 72.) "No countries now exist under 
the name of Assyria, Cush, &c.'' 

Those who were dispersed were in these 
countries both Israel and Judah ; both captivi- 
ties were in the Spirit's view. 

The author says : — " As the language em- 
" ployed is figurative, the interpretation, he%t 
" agreeing with the Christian dispensation, 
'* is, that all obstacles to the conversion of the 
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* Jews will be removed ; that, by being 
' gathered into the fold of Christ, (query 

* flock, — Greek, 10 John,) they shall lose their 
' character of yagrants among the nations, 
' and their interests be facilitated by the most 

* unlikely agents, ^ Philistines^^ and that they 
' shall participate in the general harmony and 
^ peace of the gospel kingdom, and in the 

* general triumph over Edom, Moab, and 

* Ammon, when *all iniquity shall stop her 
' mouth,' and all Messiah's enemies be sub- 
' dued under him." 

May not this, whether right or wrong, be 
accepted consistently with the Jews having 
their dwelling in Palestine ? for it is assumed 
that at this period they will be found a distinct 
people, capable of relinquishing their character 
as vagrants, therefore they shall not have been 
amalgamated; and unless it be meant that 
Christ will hold the temporal reign over other 
nations and peoples, it must be allowed, that 
the nation or people of the Jews, may in the 
like sense have their ^^m^ora^ reign ; and then 
the remaining question is, whether this may 
not be, in whole or in part, in the land of 
Canaan? 

{p, 73.) Isa. Ix. " Whether the return be 
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" spiritual or temporal, it must not involve 
" literal sacrifices.'* — ^who can hold it? But 
does that affect a temporal localism ? 

(jp. 76.) The two Jerusalems, in the drd 
Galatians, represent, it is presumed, the two 
dispensations of Moses and Christ. Jerusalem, 
as the seat of prevalent Christianity, would no 
more be ^'Jerusalem in bondage with her chil- 
dren," than any other state with the like pre- 
valence in the new earth. Did it require the 
destruction of Jerusalem to make the apostle's 
illustration good, or rather her abandonment 
of Moses as opposed by them (not in himself) 
to Jesus ? 

Jer. xxiii. 6 — 8. "Here is evidently a 
prophecy of Messiah's coming* To utter 
this was one part of the prophet's com* 
mission, and it was also another part of it 
to predict the return of Israel from the 
Babylonian captivity. Now there is nothing 
on the face of the whole passage to prove 
". that the ' children of Israel' are to dwell in 
" their own land in the days of the Messiah." 
May it be added — Only that following the 
advent of the Messiah it looks like it, and holy 
men of God spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost 
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He continues — "The two predictions are 
uttered at once, very likely under an im- 
pression, on the prophet's part, that the two 
" events would be coevous, for that the pro- 
" phets were ignorant when Messiah should 
" come is evident, as we have before observed 
" from the apostle's remark (1 Peter i, 10, 11), 
" although they ' enquired and searched dili^ 
" gently^ searching what or what manner of 
" time' &c. or the obscurity and appearance 
" of concurrency might, as in other instances, 
" have been expressly designed by the Holy 
" Ghost" 

This is the doubtful Canon brought forth 
again. Can we suppose the prophecies to 
have been fed from the mistakes or misappre- 
hensions of the prophets. Is it not rather 
taught by Peter that the prophets were so the 
organs of God's intelligence, in matter and 
order, as that their prophecies were not of 
private interpretation, but that it was their 
privilege and happiness to search with men, 
and ponder with angels, their import. 

It continues—" It is observable besides*, that 
" the prophet in predicting the Jews' return, 
" refers to their bondage in Egypt as the last 
** remarkable captivity, and to the deliverance 
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he now predicts, in language exactly accord- 
ing with the phraseology elsewhere used in 
allusion to the Babylonian captivity, as we 
" have before shewn, out of the north country, 
" and from all countries whither I have driven 
" them." 

What should he have better used for illus- 
tration now than Egypt. Could he use Assyria 
with a thought of the ten tribes? Could he 
use the thing as an illustration of itself? If 
the Spirit intended to depict that which re- 
spected both Israel and Judah, what more apt? 
" And from all countries" is comprehensive 
enough! The allusion of Nehemiah (i. 9,) 
would not be applicable to Judah only. 

(p. 78.) Must we then say with the author 
as a matter settled — " Therefore the necessity 
of interpreting Jer. xxiii. 7, 8, literally as 
referring to Gospel times (query or spi- 
ritually ?) is superseded by the literal ful- 
filment which took place imder the old 
" economy." 

Ezekiel xxxiv. and xxxvi. are referred to. 
Carrying on the quotation from Ezekiel 
through the thirty-sixth, and to the thirty- 
seventh chapters, the possession of the land is 
so combined with New Testament blessings, 
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as indicates tliat it could not be fulfilled in the 
return from Babylon, but that what is depicted 
yet remains for fulfilment in some sense to 
hoth hotMes* 

(p, 78.) " Jer. xxxi.'* He remarks, "yerses 
thirty-fifth, thirty-sixth, and thirty-seventh, 
'* may appear positively to guarantee the con- 
" tinued existence of the Jews as a nation ; 
but if applied to the spiritual Israel, the 
phraseology is undoubtedly true, and requires 
no further fulfilment ; and the Jews, stand- 
*' ing now in no other relation to Grod than 
**that of disobedient children, no reason is 
*^ apparent on any ordinary groimds of calcu- 
" lation, why, when their rebellion is removed, 
" they should experience any special inter- 
" ference of Divine power in their behalf more 
''than any other nation, similarly scattered 
" abroad, would have reason to expect." 

" The phraseology is undoubtedly true," — 
that is, as applied to the spiritual Israel, 
whether Jew or Gentile, that God " wiU not 
" cast them off for all that they have done ! " 
Is it ? ' Can this mean, Ood^s obedient children, 
or the author's " disobedient children?" Can 
it be aptly applied to his spiritual children, 
whether Jews or Gentiles, that he will not 
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cast them off for all tliat they have done ? If 
according to this phrase, *' disobedient child- 
ren ! " the Jews now have a particular relation 
as Jews, why should they not be particularly 
dealt with? And would it be contrary to 
Scripture that, either without apparent reason, 
or for divinely alleged reason, namely, " The 
Fathers' sakes," God should burst upon Is- 
rael with the riches of his grace ? In the 
twentieth of Revelation, wIlcu Satan is bound, 
those of the nations immediately begin to 
reign, and the spirits of the martyrs who 
prepared the way for their dominion, fail not 
to sympathize. Israel did not greatly improve 
himself for the crisis at the Advent, or at the 
primary preaching of the kingdom to them. 

The author says,— 

^p. 79.) " Let the Jews become Christians, 
"and immediately they enjoy the civil and 
"religious privileges of Christians, and are 
" recognized as such with equal eye by heaven 
"and earth." That is, let a Brougham in 
France naturalize as a Frenchman, and he has 
the civil privileges of France ; but he is no 
longer an Englishman as a citizen. If it is 
conceded that civil promises attend on Israel 
in the future, must they not be Jewish civil 
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privileges ? What civil privileges have Chrils- 
tians as such ? 

Supposing their conversion to occur in 
the gradual manner in which it has hitherto 
pleased God to translate sinners into the 
kingdom of his dear Son, the natural con- 
'' elusion would be, that in the course of time, 
and without some very extraordinary inter- 
vention, they must lose their distinctiveness 
among the nations ; and past events present 
to retrospection many precedents that might 
prepare us to expect that such will be the 
*' case : Where is Assyria ? And where is 
*' Chaldea ? And where are others ? " 

Should not the author add — ^Where are the 
Jews ? Does he not say elsewhere, that they 
are not preserved distinct by that which is 
miraculous? And does he not assume that, 
at the crisis pointed at in unfulfilled prophecy 
in relation to them, whether that which is 
temporal be involved or not, they will be so 
found a people as Jews as that their conversion 
shall give impression or receive impression ? 
The facts of amalgamation referred to render 
the fact of distinction, however reached, like a 
germ of something. 
The author suggests, " The only reasonable 
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^' ground of demur, or doubt, that a similai: 
^' oblivion awaits the Jews, arises from those 
'^prophecies which are now the subject of 
'^ discussion ! " And he adds, *^ If notwith- 
'* standing the former remarks, the literal ful- 
'' filment of the before cited thirty-fifth, thirty- 
'^ sixth, and thirty-seventh verses of the 
<< thirty-first Jeremiah be insisted upon, com- 
^'pare these verses with chapter zzxiii. 
•* 20 to 26." 

The latter reference, which is to involve an 
absui'dity, by word deals with '^ the two fa- 
milies,^^ The reply submitted is, God's mode 
of fulfilment will give the thing without the 
violation of the dispensation under which it 
&lls. That which was Jewish will find its 
consummation in that which is Christian. But 
how does the circumstance of a return to a 
political status, without violation of religious 
prerogative, affect it } Is it meant that the 
two £Eumlies returned, and David ruled, and all 
was done on the return from Babylon ? 

He continues — " Here (Jer. xxxiii. 20-26,) 
« precisely the same form of adjuration is used 
*' to pledge the continuance of a ruler over 
'^ Israel, of the seed of Jacob and David? and 
*^ the perpetuity of the levitical priesthood, 
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'' and yet a prophecy had long been familiar 
to the Jews ; in which a period was expli- 
citly announced, (as the fulfilment proved, 
however they might understand the promise,) 
*< when the sceptre should depart from Ju- 
'* dah. ' The sceptre shall not depart from 
" Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, 
" until Shiloh come.' " 

Did the sceptre, if sceptre really, continue 
till Messiah came? Did it continue during 
the captivity? Can it be fairly said that it 
continued up to the advent, or up to the intro- 
duction of the kingdom of the Messiah? Did 
the Jews imderstand that the tribeship of 
Judah or his authority should cease when 
Shiloh came, or when they should come to 
Shiloh ? Is not the until as favorable to that 
which includes the future here, as the author 
would have it to be, in his own way, else- 
where? The sense of this prophecy, or of its 
"until," is not relevant; but, interpret the 
passage at pleasure, Israel's occupying the land 
did not disturb it if it refer to the return from 
Babylon ; and how would a return and settle- 
ment, yet future, on merely temporal prospects 
and priciples do it ? 
The author says — << Understand Jeremiah as 
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'^ predicting the everlasting continuance of the 
" spiritual nation, and the throne of the spi- 
*^ ritttal David, all is clear, and as clear if the 
^^ primary meaning be understood, viz., the 
'' return from Babylon, andsubsequent national 

prosperity of the Jews, (read Nehemiah and 

Psahnlxxii. 17.)" 

May it not be added, and as clear if the 
further meaning be understood, viz.^-the re- 
turn of the two families to Palestine upon 
right principles ? 

f'p, 86.) " I think (says the author) Jere- 
'* miah xxxiii, strongly confirms the opinion 

that it is not the Jewish people that chiefly 

occupies the spirit of prophecy, but the 
" church of Christ." (Agreed I) 

^' And indeed this chapter affords a key to 
" many passages incorrectly adduced, as pre- 
" dieting the restoration." (Unexplained !) 

*' The other passages," he says, " from 
« Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel, that might 
*' seem to favor the doctrine, I think, are 
'' clearly explicable upon application to the 
" spiritual church, or have been literally ful- 
filled in the Jewish history since the return 

from Babylon." 

fp. 82.) '' Haggai 2nd chapter. In the 19th 
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yerse, he says, bj the word of the Lord, 
' from this day,' that is from the day that 
the fomidation of the Lord's temple was 
laid, 'Will I bless you.' This literaUy 
interpreted, would mean that, from that 
period the Jews should live in the constant 
experience of the Lord's blessing ; but this 
'' interpretation is negatived by the fact that 
'' the Jews are, and long have been, imder the 
" Lord's curse." 

Why so? Does it not expressly refer to 
their seasons, that God would bless them in 
the fruit of the ground from that day ? 

"Under the Lord's curse." What is the 
meaning ? Not individual ! Not social ! By 
ejection? If so — ^How shall it be taken off? 
If they are one in ban; may they be one in 
blessing I 

{p. 84.) He cites, " And it shall come to 
" pass that as you were a curse among the 
" heathen, O house of Judah^ and house of 
" Israel; so will I save you, and ye shall be a 
" blessing ; as I thought to punish you when 
V your fathers provoked me to wrath, saith 
" the Lord of hosts, and I repented not ; so 
" again have I thought in these days to do well 
" imto Jerusalem and to the house of Judah ; 
** fear ye not." 
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The Jewa were hardly a blessing among the 
heathen on that return^ though that return 
subserved their becoming so through Christ ; 
is there no more or other meaning ? 

But the author says, '* here the peace and 
" prosperity predicted by former prophets is 
'' declared by Zechariah, almost the last of the 
*' Old Testament prophets, to be realized in 
'* the return from Babylon, the building of 
'* the second temple, and the re-establishment 
" of the Jewish polity and worship." 

Is Zechariah less true, if we admit that all 
the promises do travail with a glorious day of 
grace ? Does not the author mean, in the 
next page, that we must augment by what is 
future and spiritual^ if not by what is future 
and literal ? 

Are we io regard prophets as explainers 
of past prophecies ? They may repeat, add, 
must not contradict, bat is it their province to 
explain ? 

fp, 85.) In a note it is remarked "We 
also learn that from the same period, (the 
return from Babylon) almost uninterrupted 
peace and prosperity pervaded Palestine for 
full 300 years; and this, contrasted with 
their previous abject condition^ as captives 
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" in a strange land, was quite sufficient to jus- 
" tify the strong metaphorical language of the 
** prophets, consistent as such phraseology has 
*' always been considered by oriental poets.*' 
This is another serious canon ! 
{p. 86.) He says, "If* no more' in the 
** eleventh verse, involve the idea of perpetui- 
" ty, so may chapter xi. 6, and Hosea i. 6, 
" before considered." The Hebrew and the 
Ghreek will not hold us here. 

I have examined," says the author, " I 
believe, the chief passages that might be 
supposed to favor the doctrine, and the re- 
sult is, a persuasion that they do not admit of 
a literal interpretation without the greatest 
perversion ; that they all refer either meta- 
phorically to the spiritual change alone, 
that shall pass upon Israel, or to the j^ture 
prosperity of the Christian church in gene- 
ral, or else to the events in the history of the 
Jews, that have already transpired." 
The first of these supposes Israel to exist as 
such, for such a change to pass upon them as 
to give fulfilment in them as a people to the 
predictions. 

The secotid, perhaps, implies the alternative 
of an afnalgamaition. 
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The third resolves all that bears upon the 
Jews, BM literally Jews into the return from 
Babylon. 

Is nothing left by the author unsettled ? 

^p, 87.) In conclusion— -Is it unavoidable 
that an opportunity of return to Palestine, 
and a return itself must militate against the 
Christian dispensaticm, and confine within the 
narrow bounds of Palestine the splendour 
which is to fill the world ?— *>Tlus remains. 

'' Admitting first that the doctrine of IsraePs 
*' restoration to Palestine is a doctrine con- 
'^ trary to truth, these passages are no doubt," 
&c.; but, the author may accommodate it or 
form the parody. 

LETTER VIII. 

SECOND OBJECTION. 

Malaehi's not predicting any fiirther deliver- 
ance of the Jewish nation, leads to the conclu- 
sion, that the predictions of former prophets 
were fulfilled, as to their literal import, on the 
i«tum from Babylon, and the subsequent 
prosperity, and had no reference to the present 
dispersion. 

Tliis, of course, is gratuitous if the promises 
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be admitted^ and it judges for God what he 
should make the subject of his prophecy. 

" Then," says the prophet, " shall the offer- 
<' ing of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant 
« unto the Lord, &c." 

Will not this be so when the blindness shall 
cease ? 

" I will come near to you in judgment, &c." 
The author says, " How truly did the Lord 
'* come nigh to judgment when the imprecated 
'^ blood of Jesus inyolved Jerusalem in un- 
" utterable woe !" 

The judgment spoken of, seems rather to 
indicate good than eyU, and taken with that 
which precedes, denotes rather the blessing 
than the judgment of the Jews. Perhaps it 
refers to tendency and ultimate achievements, 
and skips the interval of blindness to the time 
of light, when the Lord shall prove that he 
changes not, in whatever way the mercy be 
vouchsafed. . 

(p. 90.) " The temporal events," the 
author says, " chiefly referred to in prophecy." 
It may be enquired, were their temporal events 
secondarily referred to ? 

He writes " The grand typical deliverance, of 

which the spirit of prophecy had so often 
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" sung, was accomplished ; but ere it took its 
'' flight, it struck upon its sweetest chord of 
melody, and harped a prelude to the Gentile 
praises, and sung the sudden coming of the 
Lord ; and then, in fiurewell notes, struck by 
the rising * Son of righteousness,' it warned 
** and left the church four hundred years." 

But the 3rd chapter, 4th yerse, ' then shall 
the offering,' &c., was hardly fulfilled, and " the 
" imprecated blood of JesttSy it was aaidy involved 
Jerusalem in unutterable woe" Is the Jeru- 
salem, in this yerse, to be taken spiritually ? 
-—If so, are the sons of Jacob, at the 6th verse, 
to be taken for the spiritual seed, whether 
Jews or Gentiles — and that, as the prophet 
says, "even from the days of their fathers;''^ 
but if not spiritually, how was the 3rd chapter, 
4th verse, fulfiUed ? 

THIBB OBJECTION. 

Literal restoration encumbered with difficulties* 
Difficulty is admitted to be no objection in 

the abstract, but the more simple a solution 

is the more it is to be preferred. 

May it not be asked— If a difficulty be an 

element contemplated in the prediction, and a 

greater difficulty than former difficulties— and 

£ 2 
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the difficulty in the deliyeranee dealt with 
appear rather less than greater-*-What then 
is to be said? 

{p, 93.) A question is introduoed respect- 
ing the mode of future punishment^ but irre- 
leyantiy! 

The author says, '* The promise of Canaan 
*' (worldly blessings) was to Abraham and to 
*' his seed under the law; the promise of an 
<' eternal inheritance was to the children of 
« faith!" 

Where in Scripture is this distinction of 
under the law, as in relation to Abraham and 
his seed? The law was 400 years after. The 
grant in Gen. xyii. 8, makes no such distinc- 
tion ; how could it ? If this promise was not 
under the law, perhaps, it likewise requires a 
literal fulfilment without altematiye-«-*for the 
author says, '* Whatever difficulties appa- 
" rently lay in the way of their return from 
Babylon (difficulties by the bye, not com- 
parable to those now in question) they were 
absolutely necessaiy to be encotmtered, and 
could not be obviated by any spiritual inter- 
pretation in consonance with the genius of 
*' the Old Testament economy. The prophe- 
'* cies on the subject demanded a literal fuliU- 
'^ ment without alternative.'' 
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What incomparably greater difficulties now, 
or what that prophecy does not imply? 
What greater if the fulness of the Gentiles 
Jirst come in? 

If the predictions are of literal events, so 
far as they are literal, that which is spiritual 
cannot fiilfil them — ^however of higher value. 
The New Testament economy requires that 
the Scriptures be fulfilled. It forbids that 
that which is temporal be confounded with 
that which is spiritual. It is granted there 
must be no clashing in that respect. If in 
imagination or expectation there be that abuse 
it must be corrected ; but, of course, the abuse 
of a thing is not the use of it. 

Is it quite clear that morally there was no 
alternative in the return from the seventy years' 
captivity? It was suspended on prayer as 
as well as promise (Jer. xxix. 11, 12.) Moral 
agency, when required, creates no difficulty 
with God. 

LETTER IX. 

DIFFICULTIES OF THKEB KINDS. 

First magnitude of events! they require-^ 
Moral Principles, Providence, Arms, or Mira- 
cles. 

B 3 
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" The restoration, whatever it involres, is 
•* promised only on repentance/'-^Jfora^. 

Is God boimd to this? Are there not indi- 
cations of mercy preventing its objects, and 
overcoming by grace? (Isaiah Ivii. 16-^20, 
and 2 Kings xiv. 26.) 

The author himself supposes the fulness of 
the Gentiles to precede, which implies that 
there is a Jewish people concurrent with that 
fulness. 00 the difficulty is helped on the 
moral side of the Gentile. If the reverse is to 
be, and the Jews lead the way of the fulness, 
the Jews are allowed so to be distinct; and 
possibly their moral agency in that matter 
may lessen the difficulty. It does not follow 
that it is to be a simultaneous or an unmixed 
possession; or a possession that shall not leave 
a seed scattered for a blessing on the Gen- 
tiles. 

Providence! Armst Miracles I'^^aU self-an- 
swered. 

Second kind of difficulty^-^Ordinary course 
of things:-^ 

tjpon the author's theory of the fulness of 
the Gentiles, first — Settlement by Jews prefer- 
ing it in Palestine might involve no difficulty. 
The people even who had dwelt in the land of 
Israel, during the seventy years' captivity, did 
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not prdrent the renewed settlement of the 
Jews ; and whether by force or consent the 
result was the same. If the conversion of the 
Jews should precede, and they are blessed in 
Palestine, as prevalently the means of con- 
verting the Gentile dwellers there, would 
there be much difficulty then ? Beligious dis- 
tinction in the Jew must be disclaimed. 
Civil distinction will lie in that order which 
Christianity, as really, and therefore indi- 
vidually and prevalently, possessed, will give. 
Contrasting with what ought not to be any 
where, and presenting that to view which 
ought to he every where, and which therefore 
right-minded people of every nation will 
appreciate, and Oiristians are right-minded 
in proportion as they know their principles ! 

{p. 102.) God's decrees are in no case 
causes. AU that we call causes accomplish 
his decrees and pre-ordinations. 

The author says, — " Their continued exist- 
** ence as a nation, though admitted to be the 
*^ necessary result of their sentiments, is not 
*' the less on that account an unanswerable 
" testimony to the truth of prophecy." 

Then according to this, in fidfilment of 
prophecy, they are a nation: and fty whatever 
meana they are woyfor what end are they so ? 
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" The doctrine of a literal restoration is, 
" says he, encumbered with difficulty — ^that it 

implies events imprecedented in the world's 
" experience, unparalleled in the history of 

the church, and opposed to the ordinary 

course of things !" 

And '' The fulness of the Gentiles being 

brought in," and " all Israel being so saved," 
are such things as are implied, but they are 
foretold, and, in their proper import, whatever 
it be, shall be fulfilled. 

Third difficulty. — ^Apparent contradiction to 
Scripture. 

To this it is replied — ^Expectations incon- 
sistent with religious equality, and involving 
a confounding of spiritual with temporal 
things are disclaimed. 

The Gentiles were fellow-citizen* with the 
believing Jews when Jerusalem was standing, 
therefore the standing of that does not prevent 
it. 

(j>, 105.) The author says in a supplement 
in this edition, — " The prophecies concerning 
" the Jews have no application to them as 
such." But Romans xv. 9, had just been re- 
ferred to (p. 104). The apostle seems there to 
state the matter difierently. If prophecies 
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respecting the belieying Jews had application 
to them as such at the beginning of the 
Christian dispensation, hare they not still? 
Has it not been jnst asserted that prophecy is 
fhlfilled in their being still a nation? If they 
are to be a nation when '* all Israel shall be 
sayed," are they not i*espected nationally as 
Israelites or Jews? If the meaning be that 
spiritually there is no difference, this is a 
gospel truth ; but if It mean that nationally 
there must be no distinction, this must make 
all nationality inconsistent with Christianity, 
and the views of th$ friends^ or some such, 
must be adopted. It is the question in dispute 
whether the Jews shall in a popular sense be 
a nation with territory. But whether or no, 
Christianity civiUy respects a Eoman as a Ro- 
man, as in the case of Paul, but, rsUgiously^ 
holds all alike under the reign of Jesus« The 
author^s admission that they are a nation now, 
in their dispersion, may inyolye a difficulty ; 
but, granting for argument^ a settiement (as 
fulfilment of prophecy) with temporal goTcm- 
ment in their own hands, and then they are 
respected dtiUy as Jews : and the question at 
issue is or ought to be about that which is s 
civil, or, as expressed, temporal 
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" It is," he remarks, '^ opposed to the idea 
" that as a nation they were a type of the 
" Christian church, the rise of which would 
" necessarily imply their national extinction." 

According to this they had no probation in 
the first preaching of the gospel, and Jerusalem 
did not fall because they knew not the day of 
their visitation, but because God had made it 
typical. That that belonging to Jerusalem, and 
which was but typical, should, as such, dis- 
continue when the substance came, is granted; 
and so, had Jerusalem continued, it must not 
have confoimded temporal and spiritual things ; 
but the separating of these would not haye 
terminated a nationality. 

He says, ''Their typical character having 
ceased, and their continuance as a people now 
being their sin,** 

Suppose a number of Jews to be converted, 
may they not, provided they do not claim 
religious distinction or superiority, preserve 
national distinction without sin ? Did they not 
in the first age of Christianity without rebuke ? 
If they must not have the same indulgence 
of prejudice in religious matters now that the 
Temple does not stand, must they be denied 
civil liberty in preserving what is allowed 
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to be possible in the unbelieying Jew, namely, 
a nationality ? 

/"p. 107.) " It was predicted of the Holy 
" seed, that, however scattered, it should never 
^^ be lost, but gathered and reunited. Jer. xi. 
^'11 (and see xii. 15.) Jer. xxx. 10, xzzi. 
30, 87, xlvi. 27. It was predicted likewise, 
that they should never be restored. See 
especially Zech. xi. 6." The negative text 
not certainly so negative— Hsee before. 

In reference to the Note on this page. Are 
we to understand " Christian," to be the new 
name ? Are we not rather to understand that 
which the Lord himself can read, and which 
the believer by the Spirit can read (Rev. 
iii. 12) which will not want, as a consequence, 
its expression before men. And does not this 
equally apply, although the temporal designa- 
tion, Jew or Israelite, should belong to a man, 
as the temporal designation Briton does ? And 
because Canaan has lost its typical appropria- 
tion which it had, in connexion with the 
Jewish dispensation, must it, therefore, lose 
its original appropriation as a promise of tem- 
poral things to Abraham and his seed ? The 
people that served the purpose of a t3rpe in 
their separation from other people, did so in 
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their seventy years' captivity— did that say 
that the church must be captive i May th^ 
not survive as a separate people, though they 
have fulfilled their office as such, as it respects 
their having been a type. And hypothetically 
it was held that the Jews, as a people, might 
be, and Canaan, ae a place, might be, if the 
Jews had not caused their own rejection. But 
Dr. Lee says, ^'If, then, there is to be a 
<< return to Canaan, when can this possibly 
<c take place ? And where are we to find the 
'^ Jews who shall undertake it ? And again, 
'^ wh^re is the Canaan to which, should such 
" be found, they are to return ? " 

With some, the difficulty rather is. How 
shall Canaan receive so many Jews as might 
go ? And fbr what, but this, does Canaan 
remain so little populated, and so little tilled ? 
It seems as if, in these respects, there was a 
little fulfilment of prophecy. Isaiah vi. 11 — 13, 
xxxii. 16—20. " But," says he, « The Chrts-^ 
'* tian covenant knows of no such people, and 
*' of no such place." 

Does the admission of this affect the ques- 
tion? The Christian covenant is universal 
and equal. The Scriptures of the Christian 
covenant or dispensation do, however, ascribe 



55 



to the Jews their pre-eminence in terms, and 
represent the Gentiles as receiving advantage 
by an accession to the sons of promise among 
them. (Rom. ix. 15; and Ephesians, with 
Professor Franck's Analysis-—" Ghiide, Hatch- 
ard, 1815.") It is not by the New Covenant, 
as abolishing the Covenant of Moses, which 
entered because of transgression, but because 
of promises prior to that Covenant, of Moses, 
and harmonizing in principle with the bestow- 
ment of spiritual blessings that this is held to 
be imsettled. StiQ, the Doctor says, " Jews 
calling themselves so in despite of this 
covenant." That is, in some sense, at variance 
with it, then granted I He continues, " And 
" in positive rebellion against its provisions," 
(that is by not believing in the Messiah, 
or believing in the Messiah and conform- 
ing to a ritual that has no obligation: 
granted,) " may, in their blindness, expect 
" some such return and restoration, and 
** so may Judaizers : but no matter how 
" ffreat, how many, or how popular these 
" and their notions may be, the thing is at 
" once grossly absurd and impious, and is, 
*^ besides this, under a powerfol and fitithful 
" God, impossible." 
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It may be presumed to be possible, that if 
more of Dr. Lee's book were supplied, it 
would be seen that these epithets are not used 
as argument; that, in common with the author 
of these letters, the assertions are not to apply 
whether the matters are taken altogether, or 
one by one — and that it does not mean to 
allege that any one can shew what, in connex- 
ion with the natural perfections of God, power 
being one, is utterly impossible ! while every 
one will admit, that if God has promised the 
Gentile believers that the Jews shall not be, 
in any sense, Jews — ^if there be an advantage 
in that to the Gentiles, then God will be faith- 
ful to the Gentiles. And if there be a dis- 
advantage to the Jew in his having temporal 
promises, now that he has spiritual ones, of 
which the temporal, as formerly possessed, 
might serve as types — ^then of coiu'se God will 
not be unfaithful to the Jew in doing him 
harm, but how, for forty years after the new 
covenant, Jews could be Jews in name, in 
place, and with inspired declaration of priority, 
preference, and glory, redounding to the grace 
of God — ^the consistent must shew, for in 
Christ there was neither Jew nor Gentile, 
while in admitted circumstance there were 
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both, and the variety seemed to sanction no 
contrariety, but to make harmony vocal. 
(/?. 108.) The author writes:— "The 
prophecies that related to the type, are 
fulfilled in the type, rendering its typical 
" character more complete. Every prediction 
'^ applicable to the Jews, as Jetvs, before 
'' Christianity was fulfilled. The rest, as not 
" applicable to the Jews, as Jews, and not 
'' consistent with Christianity, must, of neces« 
sity, be referred to something else, which 
will present nothing anomalous or incongru- 
** ous, or the Scriptures adhered to in the 
" letter, will be contradicted in their obvious 
" sense. Try Ezekiel xl., by this, see also 
" Isaiah Ix. in letter 7, and indeed the whole 
" of that letter." 

Of course a type as such could not survive 
that which was its substance, although the 
thing itself may, and the substance had all the 
more weight because of the completeness of 
the type ; but the little clause, " and not con- 
sistent with Christianity," either begs a ques- 
tion or waits a solution ; and if that solution 
is to be, like the substance of the type, 
explained by itself, when it is vouchsafed, we 
must be cautious lest we go beyond prophets 
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and angels, who searched, looked, subseryed, 
and waited, but still we may hold that it is 
" unsettled^* There may be something appli- 
cable to the Jews as descendants of Abraham 
that is consistent with Christianity. 

Try Ezekiel xl. by Ezekiel xliu. 11. If a 
prophecy relating to a type is to be fulfilled 
in the type, then ought we not to have had 
the substance of Ezekiel's temple before the 
advent: and should not the dispensation of 
Christ have shewn how complete the t3rpical 
character was? 

{p. 109. ) The author says, — " Further, the 
'^ following passages, referring, as I presume 
'' no one will question, to the destruction of 
" Jerualem by Titus Vespasian, seem to de- 
'^ nounce such an entire and final desolation 
'' of their country as determines the fallacy of 
*' the doctrine at once^^^ Thus saith the Lord, 
" go and get a potter's earthen vessel, &c." 

If this prediction be followed on to the end 
of the 22nd chapter, it will surely not be held 
that the primary application was not to the 
Babylonian destruction, for it is expressly 
declared to be so ; and, judging from the book 
of Lamentations, we may conclude that the 
huigtiage was not too strong. That lesser and 
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more temporary evil should adumbrate greater 
and longer, many hold — this does not affect 
it: but why lose sight so much of calamity in 
the captivity, and see only Titus Vespasian ? 
And see so much in the restoration fiom 
Babylon, and not see in that something be- 
yond ? Or if something beyond, in some sense, 
be there seen, so may not both be here seen. 

And if Titus is by agreement to be seen in 
the destruction, then the 23rd chapter de- 
scribes, it may be, what is after this destruction, 
and the gathering of the flock as there spoken 
of is subsequent to the Christian era! 

(/?. 110.) The force of "No more" is 
waived. 

(/?. 111.) The author says, — " I take these 
passages therefore as literally denouncing 
Jerusalem's perpetual desolation until deso- 
'' lation shall cease in all the earth for ever. 
*' See also Deut. xxviii. 15, 45, 46. ; Ezekiel 
" vii. 2, 3, 6, 11 — 14. {But see also Deut. xxx. 
" and Uzekiel xi. 16, 17, &c.) ' Until desolation 
" shall cease in all the earth for ever.* '* 

This is not the until of another thing that 
shall still leave this thing to its fate. Of 
course, as elsewhere said, the region in ques- 
tion will be part of all the earth. And the 
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author^s order of the fulness of the Gentiles 
may supply rational facility, 

(j9. 111.) It is said in conclusion here, — 
*' The other predictions^ Zech. xii. 6, and 
'' adv. 11. must be interpreted so far as they 
'' admit of a literal interpretation as referring 
" to the period of prosperity between the 
*' return from Babylon and the birth of Christ. 
" While fer beyond that temporal prosperity 
'' the spirit of the passage refers to the general 
<^ churchy when the Lord shall be king oyer all 
" the earth." 

There is a little guide in the order in which 
passages lie. The Lord is to be king oyer all 
the earth before that, whateyer it mean, which 
is described in the latter passage (xiy. 11). 
If Jeremiah's destruction is to be pushed on 
in time and eyent, may not this reinstatement 
be? Did the Lord become king of all the 
earth because of the proclamations issued by 
Cyrus, &c. 

Haye we a clear yiew of things when we 
say that a prediction refers to the general 
church, ^^ when the Lord shall he Mng over all 
•* the earthi* Christ's reign is extended by his 
authority. His church is limited to profession. 
Christ's reign allows of kingdoms submitting 
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to him through the principles of his kingdom, 
modifying opinion. That the reign will be 
miiversal is certain ; but that the church wOl 
be is not* Even at the end there are to be 
those not of the church. Is there not some 
confounding of that which is temporal with 
that which is spiritual in the author's mind ? 
Is it not that he can see haw Christ can reign 
without there being any temporal kingdoms — 
but does he not £ul to see how he can reign, 
although there be temporal kingdoms ; and, if 
of other names, why not one called The king- 
dom of Israel or of the Jews ? In the ahetrctct 
is there a reason ? But in the reasoning used 
by him it should seem that in the abstract it 
cannot be. 

He remarks, *' In Zechariah xii. 10, evi- 
" dently describing an event subeeqttent to that 
^< mentioned in the 6th, is fixed by John xix. 
*' 34, 37, as fulfilled at the crucifixion of 
'< Christ." Does the author mean that the 
Spirit intended that there should be such an 
one pierced, or that such an one haying been 
pierced, there should be those also to look upon 
him and mourn. For instance, "He was 
" numbered with the transgressors." Was that 
completed in his companionship on the cross ? 
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" And Zecbariah xiv. 1 1," he says, " has no 
'' more right to be interpreted literally than 
'* the symbolical language preceding has, or 
" than the last six verses have, which it would 
'' be in the highest degree absurd to interpret 
" so, as I have shewn in a former Letter. (See 
" Letter V. under ' no more' ' for ever.' ") 

The 11th verse of Zechariah xiv, " And men. 
^' shall dwell in it, and there shall be no more 
" utter destruction, but Jerusalem shall be 
" safely inhabited ;" requires therefore to be 
interpreted : — " And men shall dwell in the 
'' church of Christ, and there shall be no more 
" utter destruction of the church of Christ, 
'' but the church of Christ shall be safely in- 
" habited!" 

" Thus have the difficulties, which in the 
" author's words encumber the doctrine of a 
" literal restoration, been stated ; and in the 
" preceding observations it may have appeared 
" that these difficulties are entirely obviated 
" by an interpretation upon other principles — 
'' an interpretation more simple and more in 
" harmony with the general tenor of the Wc rd 
•*ofGod!" 
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LETTER X. 

{p, 114.) After assigning to the Jews and 
the disciples of Jesus carnal expectations, and 
stating that when Christ himself declared the 
spiritual nature of his kingdom their eyes 
were opened (see Luke xxiy. 4 — 5, misapplied), 
and their opinions altered, and that we now 
wonder at their expectations — ^the author says, 
" And when the world's wild wilderness, still 
*' desolate in sin, shall blossom as the rose, 
*' and the church of Christ be made the joy of 
'* the whole earth, perhaps there may be won- 
'' derment that Jews or Gentiles ever limited 
" their views to Palestine, and to the ' Jeru- 
" salem that now is and is in bondage ;' when* 
" they read of the promised plenty of the 
*' glorious land, and the future splendour of 
" the Holy City in the latter days." 

If by Jerusalem that now is, and is in 
bondage, be meant as the apostle it is presumed 
meantj the Jewish dispensation in itself or its 
shadow, it is of course not truly imputed. 
And if it be meant that wherein Jerusalem is 
a type of the Church or Heaven^ it can be 
applied to a literal city, this is disclaimed. 
But if the believing Jews were warranted in 
thinking that if their nation did not put away 



64 



from them the proffers of the gospel, when 
beginning at Jerusalem, it was as truly a 
probation, notwithstanding the prediction of 
Jerusalem's destruction, as it is represented 
to have been a probation, notwithstanding 
Jeremiah's seventy years' prediction, (see Jer, 
xvii. 25), they might not have been wrong, 
in theory, in supposing it possible that the 
kingdom should then have been restored to 
Israel; for things might have worked to their 
having judges as at the first. And the rule of 
Christ in individual hearts, and prevalently 
among the people, so as to have prevented 
there being any thing contrary to the princi- 
ples of the gospel, would, with Jerusalem 
standing, not have made Christ's kingdom to 
be of this world. If they had been altogether 
wrong in principle, our Saviour's reply did 
not correct it. — (Acts i. 7.) 

" Again (the author remarks,) the con- 
" tinned existence of the Jews as a nation 
" may be regarded as an argument in favor of 
" the doctrine; and it may be said, that if the 
" Jews cease to exist in a national capacity, 
" one of the strongest testimonies to the truth 
" of revelation will be removed. But, (he 
** continues) supposing their conversion to 
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" precede that of the Gentiles in general, and 
'' in the sudden manner some expect, the 
" occurrence will be one of the most wonder- 
'' ful and striking to all men,*' &c. 

This is designed to meet the opponent on 
his own ground. It supposes, of course, that 
the Jews exist as a nation, and that they are 
to be wrought upon by some movement that 
was not before; or that, contrary to the 
author's views, there is to be all at once a 
susceptibility given them in relation to the 
gospel, which gospel was before presented and 
available, but in reference to which there was 
no susceptibility. Of course the supposition 
is levity / 

He then says, " If the conversion shall be 
" gradual, every individual instance of it wiU 
" aid the cause of Christianity ; and when ' aU 
" Israel shall be saved,' the historical fact 
" that they once existed as a nation in the 
" midst of all other nations, bearing the tokens 
** of almighty wrath, and that the awful brand 
" of national distinction only disappeared upon 
" their obedience to Him, their Fathers cruci- 
" fied, will be a flaming torch of evidence too 
"strong for honest scepticism to withstand, 
" and too brilliant for wilful enmity to feign 
" unseen." 
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The ornate ptirt of this is at the cost of the 
Jew now, and at the cost of the ^* fulness of 
the Gentiles" then. But the argument assumes 
the separate and national state of the Jews in 
dispersion, all the while that this is proceeding 
even imto, and until ^' all Israel shall be 
saved." The fulness of the Gentiles gradually 
reached, and " all Israel " afterwards gradually 
reached. If the eleventh of Romans can be 
read thus in reference to the *' fulness of the 
Gentiles," it may not be easy to read it thus in 
reference to all "Israel being saved," whatever 
the view may be of temporal blessings. Per- 
haps the difficulty in making the "all of 
Israel " to coincide with the author's argument 
may suggest that, " the fulness of the Gen- 
tiles," if there be a parallel, is susceptible of 
another than a gradual sense. 

Then, while leaving in the view of the ob- 
jector the matter unsettled, he deduces, (1 1 7 p.) 
"Thus, meeting the objector on his own 
" ground, and supposing the conversion of the 
"Jews will precede that of the world in 

general, his objection is wholly destitute of 

force : but the language of Scripture entirely 
" removes any apparent difficulty on this score, 
" for their conversion is not to be completed. 
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" ' until the fulness of the Gentiles be hrouffhi 
^^in,* (Rom. xi. 25, 26,) and the universal 
'' belief of the truth, shall render their national 
"distinctness as a testimony in its fiivor 
" unnecessary." Should not the author have 
said that, upon his principles, the Jews could 
not under these circumstances remain to have 
their conversion completed then, because the 
universal belief of the truth by the Gentiles, 
would have so won them, and converted them 
already, that they would not remain, " sinfully' ' 
to say, that they were Jews and not Gentiles ? 

He adds, '' The authority of this passage in 
*' Eom. xi. likewise explodes the opinion that 
'' the Jews will be the chief instruments in the 
" conversion of other nations." 

This, in any event, may not be contended 
for. But granting that the sense of Romans 
the eleventh is not left unsettled by the author, 
then, as they are to be the objects of agency, 
they, of course, are not to be the agents — but 
that they are so distinctively to be the objects 
of Gentile agency ^ in the matter of conversion, 
the author, if he means it, does not shew it. 

It surely is not imknown by the author, 
that different renderings and constructions are 
given to the unsettled passage. Doddridge, 
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BUfitained in his Note by Whitby, gives a 
different rendering from the author. And it 
is submitted whether the two paHicles used by 
Paul here are not of some special import ? And 
whether it does not point to a crisis, '* till the 
time that, ' the ^ness of the Gentiles come 
in,* and ' thus, [so, then] all Israel shall be 
saved." Further, "the Gentiles," may be 
" the nations^** and Israel without an article, 
may be one of the nations ; and when Satan 
shall deceive the nations no more, then may 
be the crisis, when the nation of Israel, in 
common with other nations—" the fulness of 
the nations shall come in," and the all of 
Israel shall be like the all of other nations, a 
prevalent gathering by the triumph of the 
truth into the kingdom of the Lord Jesus, not 
necessarily to the extinction of temporal king- 
doms, nor to the forbidding of such a kingdom 
to the Jews, but, consequently, to such a con- 
sistency of these kingdoms, by keeping their 
own place, with the kingdom of Jesus, as that, 
even the kingdoms of this world shall be of our 
God and of his Christ.' It is hut suhnitted, 

(/». 117.) "It has been said," says the 
author, " as corroborative of the presumed 
" divine intention to make them special agents 
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" in this great work, that their scattered con- 
" dition in all lands adapts them for it in a 
" peculiar manner," &c. To this he replies 
" There are two assumptions: First, that 
" their scattered condition is not sufficiently 
" accounted for already, without this suppo- 
" sition of a divine intention, in reference to 
" them, not yet executed." 

But it may be replied, the means occasion- 
ing does not alter ihe/act — God has a purpose 
in connexion with ends which are reached by 
ordinary means. 

" And secondly — It is assumed that their 
'^ scattered condition does adapt them in a 
" peculiar manner for missionary labour. If 
" men will, they may set their imaginations 
" to work, and find apparent indications of a 
" divine intention to refulfil all the prophecies." 
Is not this gratuitous, and does it not assume 
that those who think that the conversion of 
the Jews is, according to Scripture, to pre- 
cede the fulness of the Gentiles, have no texts 
to indicate that, "Lol God will command, 
" and will sift the house of Israel among all 
'* nations like as corn is sifted in a sieve, yet 
" the least grain shall not fall on the earth." 
Amos is. 9. *' And the remnant of Israel 
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shall be in the midst of many people as a 
" dew from the Lord, as the shower upon 
" the grass that tarrieth not for man, nor 
" waiteth for the sons of men." And the close 
of Isaiah. — All, if spiritual, shared in, at least, 
by the converted Jews; and, whether there 
be not something distinctiye for them is the 
matter in debate. 

(p. 119.) The author presently says, — " / 
" cannot see that the Jews when converted 
*' will possess any such ^Eicilities as will afford 
" the corroboration assumed." — (Of course 
assuming it to be settled that the fulness of 
the Gentiles will first come in; and therefore 
it might be added, or if they have facilities 
they will have no play !) " For," continues he, 
" how are they to be converted? By an effii- 
'* sion of spiritual influence solely, and un- 
" accompanied by any of the ordinary means? 
I am not aware of any scriptural groimd 
upon which the supposition is tenable." (Is 
it formed?) " ' Faith cometh by hearing,' then 
" I should expect the Jews will hear. What 
they hear, those also among whom they 
dwell may hear likewise. * Hearing by the 
" Word of God* — then they will hear the 
" Word of God, which is the power of God to 
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" salvation, not to the Jew onlyy hut to the 
" Greek also. ' But how shall they hear with- 
out a preacher? and how shall they preach 
except they he sent ?* I see no warrant from 
*' Scripture, or reason, to expect the Jews wiU 
he brought under the influence of truth, by 
any means that will not be equally likely to 
•' affect the people among whom they dwell. 
" And if so, their heathen compatriots are as 
" likely to be converted through the means 
" that will prove effectual to the Jews, as tho 
" Jews themselves; and as little likely to re- 
** quire the agency of the converted Jews in 
" their conversion as the Jews are to require the 
** agency of the converted heathens in theirs,*^ 
What does aU this mean ? Has not the author 
implied that if the fulness of the Gentiles is to 
come in first, that, as a fact or as supplying 
agency, will help the coming in of Israel; 
and will he not grant that if the passage invert 
that order, the fact or the agency may in a 
like sense be with Israel? " Indeed,'' he adds, 
" if we speculate, I think it would not be diffi- 
" cult to shew, that it is highly probable the 
" Jews win hold out to the last, and relent 
" only when the converted Heathen unite with 
" the universal Church in exhorting them,—* 
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" * Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and 
" the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee !' " 

Will the author say what these are as dis- 
tinct, namely, the converted heathen and the 
universal church f And will he say when this 
address has been delivered, who the Gentiles 
remaining are that shall respond and come to 
the light, and the kings to the brightness of 
the rising ? 

" The supposed ease," he says, "is this, the 
•' God of Israel hath graciously promised to 
" pour out his Spirit upon the seed of Abraham, 

when they shall look on Him whom they 

have pierced and mourn." (This was limited 
to 19th John, page 106, and the piercing there 
was not preceded by mourning, nor followed 
by it in the case of the soldier, &c. ; and while 
the prophecy is now properly, it is presumed, 
extended, its order of events is inverted.) 
" The consequence will be, that with weeping 
" and supplication they will return to the 

Lord, and he will abundantly pardon them. 
" This is the process of conviction, conversion, 
'^ and acceptance, in all the instances of a 
" soul's renovation. And as the promise 
" implies nothing more than the ordinary 
** influence and exercise of divine grace and 
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^' mercy promised in similar terms, to all the 
" tribes of men." (Where ? answered by the 
author, — Isaiah xl. 5 ; Joel ii. 28! with note.) 

" Why should a more miraculous agency be 
" looked for ? The means of grace are sent to 
** a heathen land. Jews and heathens hear 
" the word; the Spirit is poured out — on 
" whom ? The Jews only? Where is there a 
" single passage in Scripture to justify the 
" opinion, that God will so depart from his 
" ordinary procedure ; and we may say, from 
*' the general testimony of his word, becoming 
" thus a respecter of persons, and making ex- 
" temal circumstances the rule of his conduct?" 

This may favor an interpretation that makes 
the fulness and coming in simultaneous, and if 
the benefit be equal, should the Jews, as the 
presiunption is, be still nationally distinct, the 
manifestation will be more observable at least 
in the one case than in the other, and the 
moral force of events is somewhat resolvable 
into this; while in every case the leaven will 
find a rather peculiar mass. Does it not arise 
a little out of a peculiarity of dispensation in 
Providence, that the Gentile has been a be- 
liever, and that he has been, to such little 
extent in adaptation or disposition, a leaven to 
the Jew ? 
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(j), 122.) A supplemented clause, the re- 
sult of deliberation. '* But as no error can 
" be altogether harmless, the anti-scriptural 
" opinion (Math the author this is no longer 
imsettled!) " that the Jews as a body will be 
'* converted before the fulness of the Gentiles 
" shall be brought in, however innocent it may 
" seem, will be found, upon consideration, to 
" present an aspect decidedly hostile to the 
" progress of Christianity, so far as God is 
** pleased to make its progress dependent upon 
" the means by which it is usually advanced. 
" For let such an opinion be acted upon, as it 
•* should he if true, and the hopes and efforts 
" of all who are now seeking the conversion of 
" the world in general, must be withdrawn 
" from that object, and directed to the con- 
" version of the Jews ; and on this latter 
" object hope and eflfort should dwell without 
<< diversion until Judaism cease to be. If long 
**' ages of fruitless labour should elapse, still 
" consistency would demand continuing eifort, 
" and forbid, as useless, every attempt to il- 
luminate the Gentile world. The principle, 
if wrong, how fatal !" 
The author has disclaimed all want of sym- 
pathy in operations for the conversion of the 
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Jews as the result of the views he entertains 
—and he holds that there is nothing, in his 
views, to counteract efforts for their conver- 
sion. Is he aware that his mature clause, with 
a little alteration, will shew the contrary,— 
thus: — ^The opinion that the fulness of the 
Gentiles is to be brought in before the conver- 
sion of the Jews, however innocent it may 
seem, will be found, upon consideration, to 
present an aspect decidedly hostile to the 
progress of Christianity, [among them] so far 
as God is pleased to make its progress depen- 
dent upon the means by which it is usually 
advanced. For let such an opinion be acted 
upon (M it should he, if true, and the hopes 
and efforts of all who are now seeking the 
conversion of the Jews in particular, must be 
withdrawn from that object, and directed to 
the conversion of " the world in general ;" and 
on this latter object, hope and effort should 
.dwell without diversion imtil heathenism cease 
to be. If long ages of fruitless labors should 
elapse still consistency would demand con- 
tinuing effort, and forbid, as useless, every 
attempt to illuminate the Jewish nation. The 
principle if wrong, how fatal ! 

Perhaps the phrase, " As it should be, if 



^6 



true," is in error; the gospel respects evety 
creature, but bids to the wisdom of the serpent, 
' OS well as the hormlessness of the doye in gain- 
ing its objects. 

" The opinion,** then, he adds, " I consider 
" untenable ; and before we dismiss the first 
" hypothesis, (see on 2nd letter,) let it be 
" observed particularly, that, any one of the 
^' statements inyolyed in it is as liable to 
'' objection, on some, or all of the grounds 
" alleged, as any other of them,** 

That is, although it be temporal tottftout any 
confusing or confounding with it of that which is 
spiritual* 

(The doctrine of Christ's personal reign, is 
said by the author to haye been refuted, refer- 
ence to Congregational Magazine, Vol., I.: 
1827, page 465.) 

The author says :— " I shall only observe 
" here, that according to the New Testament, 
•' the second coming of Christ wiU be to 
" judgment at the last day, immediately after 
** which, he shall deliver up the kingdom to 
" his Father ; that is, the Mediator's work 

will be accomplished, the vindication of the 

di'sine authority completed, and God will be 
" aU in all,— (Acts i. 11 :— Heb. ix. 28:— 
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« 1 Thea. iv. 16:— 2 Thes. i. 7:— Jude 14.) 
" The New Testament writers speak of no 
" other coming than this. Therefore no 
*^ passage promising to those who ' overcome ' 
*< that they shall sit with Christ on his throne, 
" reign with him a thousand years, &c., can 
" be interpreted as literally descriptive of 
" circumstances to occur before the judgment, 
'' because Christ will not come before, nor of 
" any after, because immediately after it he 
" will deliver up the kingdom to his Father, 
" that God may be all in all." 

" The conclusion, therefore to be drawn, if 
" the subject have been fairly discussed in the 
" preceding observations, is the following : — 

(By fairly, is of course meant truli/. There 
is no imputation»of want of fairness, although 
both the author and the respondent may have 
fiiiled in attention and ability.) 

"The Scriptures teach us that the Jews 
" will be converted, but do not teach us that 
" they will be collected and restoied, as a 
" nation, to their own land; or that, as a 
" nation, they will be in any way more dig- 
" nified and honorable than other people; or 
" that the Messiah will personally and visibly 
" reign among them; or that, by their instru- 
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'' mentality the fulness of the Gentiles will be- 
" brought in." 

Thus admitting that they will be recognized 
as Jews — that they may as a nation be truly 
such with other nations, and not here denying 
that if a nation they may have a place, but 
elsewhere denying a place, and insisting that 
they must cease to be distinguished, as scat- 
tered, from those amongst whom they dwell, 
but should be compatriots; that the idea of 
nationality belongs only to their unbelief, and 
their being disobedient children! 



LETTER XI. 

SECOND HYPOTHESIS. 

(p. 126.) " The Scriptures teach us that 
'< the Jews shall be conyerted, and be restored 
'< to the divine fayor with some peculiar tokens 
" of national distinction." 

(p, 128.) " That nothing be passed over, 
" Romans xi. cited, 12, 15, 16 verses, 23 to 
" 32 V." the author says, — " As they are not 
*' to be enlightened generally, according to 
'' the apostle, ' until the fulness (that is the 
" greater number if not the whole) of the 

Qentiles be brought in;' the phraseology, 
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'^ life from the dead, &c. cannot imply that 
" their conyersion will hasten the moral reno- 
" Tation of the world in general, but only that 
*^ it will be the completion of that event. 
" Their fulness will crown the moral * riches' 
'' of the world, which their 'dinunishing' com- 
'' menced, and their reception will be the final 
*^ triumph of the gospel oyer moral death — 
'* the resurrection of the imiyersal man in the 
^* image of his Maker, to the jubilee of un- 
« beclouded truth." 

We are not to be ignorant of this lest we be 
toise in our own conceits ! The advantage is 
altogether and to the end on the Gentile side. 
Yea, there is to be no side at all, for the Jews 
will not be, unless as may be inferred from 
what has been before advanced, there be more 
than what is natural to keep them distinct 
through their unbelief. But where are the 
important advantages accruing to the world in 
general ? It does not substantiate its province, 
I for it comes but as the crown of the previous 

Ailness. " The completion of that event ?" 
Observe then the check of our conceit — 
1 •' The posteriority," says he, " of their con- 

' " version to that of the world in general, is 

\ *' just what the nature and obstinacy of their 
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*' unbelief would lead us to expect ; and, 
" though posterior, their oonrersion may ne- 
<< vertheless be perfectly gradual, though, most 
probably, not so painfully gradual as the 
work of conversion proceeds at present. 
" Their continuance as a nation, however, will 
'* be as improbable as it could be if their con- 
*^ version were gradually effected before the 
" rest of the world." 

May we then say — If destined to he a nation, 
the alternative is, their conversion will be, in 
some sense or degree, simultaneous ? Should 
there not be some concessions as to the effect 
of Gentile offence, and Gentile neglect. Does 
not the term of the Gentile apostacy verge on 
a state of deliverance and triumph? will it 
remain eifter that term for ^' the fulness of the 
" Gentiles*' to be gradually brought in, until 
it be brought in, and then, after that, the Jews 
having remained scarcely touched, because the 
Gentiles have been gathering in their own 
fulness, for the Jews to be gradually made the 
crown of the Alness, and Gentiles thus think 
themselves humbly off, and Jews think them- 
selves richly off, (as doubtless they will be,) 
but not quite equally in every respect in being 
amalgamated with the Gentiles— " For,'* says 
he, " converted in the midst of other converted 
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" nations," (of course having been left to be 
80 eyen among converted nationsy) ** unfettered 
" by former prejudices, and warm with the 
*' first sweet love of brotherhood to all who 
'^ bear the image of Jesus, their feelings will 
'^ naturally concur with the usual course of 
** human affairs, to annihilate their national 
'' distinctions, and to absorb them in the body 
" of Christ." The body of Christ / Should it 
not say in the body of other nationality? 
Where are we getting ? Surely it is a reign if 
wanting visibility and place, yet having Gentile 
preference ! The conclusion is thus introduced. 
"Considering that the apostle shews the 
<< general conversion of the Jews will not take 
*' place until after the rest of the world, or 
" the greater part of it, has submitted to the 
" gospel — ^that the above cited passages, from 
the 11th Romans, say not a word respecting 
any national distinction to be conferred — 
'* and the spirit of the arguments adduced to 
disprove the first hypothesis-^the fair con- 
clusion, it is presumed, must be, that— 
'* The Scriptures teach us, that the Jews 
" shall be converted and be restored to the 
" divine favor, but not with any peculiar 
« tokens of natioxud disHnetion*** 
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Who, in this case, are the Jews ? 
Must we say, without national being ? Why ? 
"The third hypothesis," says he, "need 
not be examined particularly, its affirmation 
being necessarily implied in the preyious 
conclusions : I shall merely re-state it as the 
** expresion of my own humble opinion, and 
" the conclusion of the whole matter. 

"The Scriptures teach us, that the Jews 
" shall be conyertedy but afford no warrant for 
" the opinion that they will be distinguished 
'* in any way whatever, after their conversion, 
" from other people of the Christian commu- 
" nity." 

What ts the Christian community ? Are the 
Gentiles to be distinguished by having a reli- 
gious polity ? 

LETTER XII. 

" Supposing," writes the author, " the con- 
" elusion of my last to be, (what indeed I 

conceive it to be,) the plain truth of the 

matter, and supposing it to be the conclusion 
" of every Christian in the world, what damage 
" would the Jews sustain ?" 

The conclusion referred to is,— 
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''The Scriptures teach us, that the Jews 
" shall be converted and be restored to the 
" divine favor, but not with any peculiar 
" tokens of national distinction." 

If by this it were meant that it is unsettled, 
that they are to have no being as a nation-— 
that is, it is allowed that they may by possi- 
bility have such a being— they may be a nation 
— ^they may have a seat as a nation without 
which it is one of the anomalies pertaining to 
them, that even the author recognizes them 
again and again as a nation now. If the con- 
clusion may be read as allowing this— with 
the repudiation only of peculiar tokens of 
national distmction-^then as stated in the 
reply to the first letter, it may be stated in the 
reply to the last, there is nothing to answer, 
though there may be something upon which to 
remark. 

(p. 183.) It is of course admitted that the 
spirittMl good of every one, whether Jew or 
Gentile, is the chief concern. 

The Jew is to have, with the author, and 
others who conclude with him, according to 
their own construction and limitation of the 
conclusion cited, the terms of which are not 
donclusively limited, as great a share of sym- 
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pathy in the rejection as in the belief of tlie 
doctrine of their literal restoration. 

Does this letter look like it ? 

They "regard the Jews as aliens, never 
" destined to resume their place among the 
" nations." 

This is illustrated by our being held upon 
the principles of humanity, and it is supposed 
to be intended of Christianity also, not to 
sympathize more with a people who have a 
glorious expectation as well as retrospect in 
depression, as with a people who have trouble 
but neither retrospect nor prospect to combine 
with the present in making the appeal ! Yet 
retrospect is allowed to have its power , and that 
it should do so is sustained by scriptural refer- 
ence, but the prospect must not! Perhaps 
it is because, upon the author's rendering 
of the conclusion, it is a shadow ; but he is 
reasoning with those to whom now, for argu- 
ment sake, he is granting it to be substance. 

{p. 134.) Paul not only felt the past to 
touch him ; but the conviction that, " the gifts 
and callings of God were without repentance," 
touched him too. And the " until" acted on 
him, as an "until" had on Isaiah. (Isaiah 
vi. and xxxii.) 
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" Far be it," writes he, " from those who 
*' entertain this simple belief to be heedless of 
IsrcieVs welfare ! '' (Where hhe?) " No : — 
remembering the glory that once pertained 
to them — ^remembering all the benefits in- 
strumentally derived from them, and espe- 
cially that from them, as concerning the 
^^ flesh, Christ came, who is oyer all, God 
" blessed for ever ! * they are beloved for the 
*^ Fathers^ sakes,* (this is of God) and the 
more abject their present condition, the 
more generously should we strive to soothe 
"them in their exile.** (What does this 
mean— «xile from what ?) " and to compensate 
" them for their loss of temporal possessions,'^ 
(then they are of some worth ! ) " But let the 
'* efforts of Christian charity be made intelli- 
" gently — ^let the end contemplated be clearly 
" understood, and be pursued upon substantial 
"groimds, and let the means employed be 
" suitable." 

This is rendered more definite by two 
Notes. The one from Douglas, the other 
from Bogue. 

^'The Christians (writes Douglas) have 
"fallen into two opposite errors respecting 
"the Jews; — cither a culpable indifference, 
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*^ a&d a want of that gratitude which was due 
*' to them for their ^etthers' sakes ; of whom, 
<*&c., or, if any earnestness was felt about 
" their state, it was accompanied with a total 
hopelessness of the ef&cacy of human nature, 
since they seemed reserved in a miraculous 
manner, till some great revolution, beyond 
" the reach of man to accelerate, should occur." 
This note surely must be meant as a foil to 
the practical steps taken in reference to the 
Jews, and particularly such as are suitable, 

Bogue, after comparing the ntunber of the 
heathen, with the number of the Jews, anA 
the contiguity of the one with that of the 
other, says, "Besides, if the Christians and 
" ministers live where there are Jews resident, 
"they might instruct them, and preach to 
" them with little trouble and expense. These, 
" many consider as the grand legitimate means 
"of converting the Jews, and that other 
"methods which have been resorted to, 
" instead of promoting, will retard the wished- 
" for and glorious event." 

What is the intention of this ? And with 
what intention is it cited? Was it written 
when the London Society was on a broader 
basis than it now is? The Philo*Judeaa 
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Society, and the Free Church of Scotland 
Society, and the American, and the British 
Society did not exist — " If I build again that 
which I destroyed I make myself a trans- 
gressor !" 

Is " the grand legitimate means " in opera- 
tion? Will it work — does it work — can it 
work ? Is not something better than nothing ? 
Will not the Eeports of all institutions, seek- 
ing the good of the Jews, indicate that they 
are promoting, and not retarding '* the wished- 
for and glorious event, there being that in 
prospect which can be called an event ? Per- 
haps Bogue refers to some crisis rather than 
to an imperceptible absorption of the Jews 
into the Gentiles. 

Can sympathy with such views as these be 
just what it would be without them ? 

(p. 136.) "Look at the toretched Jews,^^ 
says the author, and dilates on it ! " Why, 
(says he) are they a bye word among the 
" nations ? Not because they are exiles, but 
" because they are Jews." What nations are 
these? If Christian, in what sense? If 
somehow Christian, can they, wherein they 
are such^ make them a bye word ? If in a 
worldly sense nations, then truly their bye 
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word may he praise 1 If it mean that they are 
to cease to be a bye word by ceasing to be 
literally Jews, and they are ^o to be com- 
patriot as to lose their nationality, and thereby 
escape the bye word — If, at the same time 
they become real Christians, then they wiU 
not be of the world, and men may speak evil 
of them still ! " Why are they less privileged 
*' as subjects and as citizens ? '' says he, ** and 
" what is the source of all the invidious distinc- 
" tions that constitute their temporal degra- 
'' dation ? They are Jews ! " May it not be 
asked. What does even conversion gain for 
them, generally speaking, in a temporal point 
of view? And supposing that, becoming 
Christians, they were Jews, with an e^^cta- 
tion of return, as when in the captivity at 
Babylon, with whom is the violation of right in 
making those invidious distinctions in what 
is called a Christian nation, which were not 
made in the kingdom of Babylon ? 

(p. 137.) (" The brightening eye," tempts! 
—it is poetry!) The author by converse 
remarks, '* But, aim at his conversion^ there is 
" plain unquestionable duty, and its own sweet 
'* reward tit the act ; and if effected, all that is 

truly worthy of desire in the end. The Jew 



« 



89 



"becomeB a Christian, and Christianity deB» 
" cribes the circle of his wishes ? *' Of course 
he may be as privileged as a subject and 
citizen, and lose his invidiotts distinction that 
constitutes his temporal degradation ? Or, he 
may, as it is the same thing in kind, as he is 
r^arded as an exile, think of what the exile 
believes to be the temporal home of his 
people ! True Christianity must encircle our 
temporal wishes, but it has " the promise of 
the life that now is, in some sense, as well as 
that which is to come." May it not be asked. 
Where is the Jew who, being converted, 
thinks more of restoration to Palestine than of 
Christianity ? 

" But" (he puts it into the mouth of ano- 
ther) " is not the prospect of brighter days 
" to Palestine his solace in his wanderings ? 
" And would you rob him of this sole comfort?** 

Sole Comfort/ Is the supposed querist a 
Christian ? Well, what would the author do ? 
Answer, Nothing / It may be allowed to be 
comparatively a small thing, but what of that 
in relation with the book that is answered, or 
attempted to be ; the book has made the tem- 
poral expectation a thing for a hook ! 

{p. 139.) Then sj^diking ht/pothetiealfyy ten- 
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dency is treated upon. " The preacher says, 
" on your reception of the gospel, the pro- 
" phecies referring to your restoration will bo 
'* fulfilled, and your people will return and 
" prosper in their own land. The Jew replies, 
" 'When Messiah comes, then indeed I believe 
" we shall be restored; butui^ me not by 
" fallacious motiyes. Should I believe in the 
Na^arene, I should exclude myself from the 
kingdom of the true Messiah, and shut 
myself out from participation in my nation's 
glory.'* 

If spiritual prospect be substituted for tem- 
poral, must we say that the crista must come 
when any one repents and believes in the 
Messiah? And because we can't say thaty 
must the thought of the crisis be denied to 
him who helps it though he does not reach it ? 
The hypothesis being that there is the return 
to the temporal possession were the preacher 
to do— what no preacher would not do— to 
make the return to depend upon that which is, 
in some sense, collective, there would be no 
deception and no want of motive to the indi- 
vidual, but great supply of motive to that 
individual's being as the leaven to leaven the 
lump. 
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'^The Christian preacher then will waste 
*' his time by any reference to the supposed 
'' restoration. But because this is the fsLct he 
" need not go to the other extreme, and yio- 
'' lently assail the prejudices of his hearers by 
'' ill-timed allusions to the Saviour's hiuni- 
" liation." How is this " the other extreme?" 
The other extreme, if there is one, must be 
to deny that which is temporal altogether. If 
to do this be an extreme then it must not be 
done ; but the admission by the author must 
not be deceptive. 

" But why," he asks, " should the risk of 
*' thickening the veil of Israel be incurred ? 
*< If the Jews are to be restored it will not be 
" till their conversion; and the prospect of 
'^ their restoration, however beautifully por- 
trayed, will not convert them. The Saviour 
did not enjoin his disciples to urge this 
^' matter on their notice, but he did enjoin 
'^ them to press on their attention the things 
" belonging to their peace. All were included 
'' in the command, ' Go ye and preach the 
" gospel to every creature ;' and with this 
" unambiguous warrant let those who believe, 
'* and those who reject the doctrine of a literal 
** restoration, combine in vigorous action^ nor 

I 
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<^ lu&r ihdmielves to be divarM by doubiM 
** disptttation,'' Amen* But the greater things 
should be done, and the lesser not left undone : 
even the work of this Sookj that ofdemoliahing I 
Nevertheless here, at last, whether it be the 
commission in Matthew, or that in Mark, or 
that in Luke, or those in the Aets, or that in 
the 2nd Corinthians, the fifth chapter, is the 
warrant for our business with every creature. 
Not prophecy; not a comparison of numbers; 
not what is a minister's business, or a private 
Christian's: — ^But these commissions, the duty 
of all, and of each, according to his abilities ; 
aU and each availing themselves of the means 
and instrumentaliiy most adapted to the specific 
end, and the mind, the heart, the prayers, the 
resources of all, assisting I 

And the author well says, after expressing 
his fear—" If the object pursued were simply 
*' to promote the spiritual welfare of Israel, by 
'< such suitable means as their peculiarities 
'< suggest, (put this against Bogue,) surely 
" the sympathy in their favor would be as 
'* prevalent as it is in favor of any other class 
" of unconverted men." 

This is sustained by an admirable note from 
Douglas. ^' To speculate concerning the man- 
ner in which the Jews shall be converted, 
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** Ottd to be minuteljr particular as to every 
" circumstance wbich will accompany their 
return, is unwarranted alike by reason and 
by revelation) and tends to throw discredit 
on the Scriptures, by miidng such sick man*s 
" dreams with the oracles of truthi But every 
** active exertion in favor of either the tempo- 
" ral or spiritual condition of the Jews, is 
*' truly Christian; and is according to the 
** mind of that apostle. Who for the sake of his 
** brethren, like Moses, almost wished himself 
*' cut off from Christ, and blotted from the 
" book of lite/* 

(p* 148.) "The Apocryphal formation," 
irrelevant unless there be good reason of dispute 
about the Canon of /Scripture. 

" As the subjects of peculiar prejudices," 
says the author^ *' the Jews must be met by a 
" system of appropriate means ; and all the 
'< essential questions between Jews and Chris- 
" tians may be wisely adverted to." 

It is hoped that the reader of the Letters 
will read to the end of them. The note on 
page 136 must not be noted, wherein It details, 
that other methods which have been resorted 
to instead of promoting will retard the widhed- 
fbr and glorious eteni 
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" But," says the author, " the restoration to 
'^ Palestine is not one of those essential ques- 
" tions ; or, as we stated before, the New 
'* Testament, which is silent on the subject, is 
'* not a sufficient rule of Christian practice." 
It is not an essential question — granted ! Of 
course the writer does not mean that if there 
be something in the Old Testament that is not 
reversed in the New; that something is not 
confirmed by the assertion that ** All Scripture 
'' was given by Inspiration of God, and is 
" profitable." 

As to the belief of Israel's (that is, it is 
presumed, literal Israel's) restoration to the 
Divine favor, all, says the author, unite in 
admitting the doctrine as unquestionable. 

He concludes this last letter in terms 
which his respondent unites in commending, 
supplying the word comparatively. 

" The beUevers in a literal restoration, and 
'* their opponents, agree in the one grand 
" truth, that before * all Israel shall be saved,' 
" those divine influences must be exercised, 
** and that change produced in their hearts 
*^ and understandings, without which, neither 
^' Jew nor Gentile, can inherit the kingdom of 
" God. And agreeing here, let ^them as 
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"fellow-workers, and helpers together with 
" God [oomparatiyely] leare all minor points, 
and unite in lifting up tho Son of man, that 
the dying Jews may look and lire. If a 
*' literal restoration is to oecur, the preaching 
"of the cross, all allowi must first prove 
efiedtoal) and if it is not predieted, the 
preaching o£ the cross is still the work of 
Christian duty, and unto them which are 
"called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of Odd. Let 
our fidth pierce through the darkness of 
" futurity, and beholding the splendour of the 
" day, when the kingdom, and dominion, and 
" the greatness of the kingdom under the whole 
heaven, shall b^ given td the people of the 
saints of the Most High^ * whose kingdom is 
an everlasting kingdom;* let the vows of 
God be upon us—' If I forget thee, O Jeru- 
salem, let my right hand forget het cunning: 
" if I do not remember thee, let my tongue 
" cleave to the roof of my mouthy if I prefer 
" not Jerusalem above my cldef joy 1' " 
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HYMN. 

THE FBOHISE HADE UNTO THE FATHEBS. 

Lo! He comes — ^Messiah I Kiag! 

He whose advent seen afar, 
Monarchs wait, and minstrels sing, 

Watching for "the morning star.*' 

Hide ye I all of earth that shines, 

Thoughts, and tongaes of flesh be still! 

Think not heaven its Lord resigns, 
Proudest throne of earth to fil. 

Think not little Palestine 

Is the kingdom He restores: 
Would you meanly ihus confine 

Whom the host of heaven adores ? 

Listen I He himself reproves — 
Worldly kingdom I disown ; 

Where the heart Messiah loves,— 
There behold Messiah's throne.* 

So thy kingdom, Shiloh ! take ; 

Onward, Mighty Captain, lead ; 
Bid the yoke of Israel break ; 

Gather in the promised seed ! 

By " the fathers"— by Thy Word, 

By the olden sacriflce, 
Hearken ! David's son and Lord I 

Open Israel's darkened eyes. 

Thou whom Abram saw afar! 

Chase the clouds till aU shall see, 
King, Messiah, Morning Star, 

Land of Promise, all in Thee. 



E. S. 



• John xiv. 23i Luke zvii. 91. 
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HYMN 

upon the Principle of Accommodaiion, 

Leaving the Unessmtial also the Unsettled. 

"THE FSOMISE MADE TJKTO THE FATHEBS." 

Lo ! He comes — Messiah I King I 

He whose advent seen afar, 
Monarch? wait, and minstrels sing, 

Watching for " the morning star." 

Bide ye I all of earth that shines, 
Thoughts, and tongues of flesh be still ! 

Think not heaven its Lord resigns 
Proudest thrones of earth to M. 

Think not little Palestine, 

Is the kingdom he restores ; 
Nor to Bethlehem confine,* 

Whom the host of heaven adores. 

Listen I He himself reproves — 
Not of earth — ^my reign I own ; 

Those whom the Messiah loves. 
Midst them see Messiah's throne. 

So thy kingdom, Shiloh, take ; 

Onward, Mighty Captain, lead ; 
And the yoke of Israel break ; 

Multiply the promised seed. 

By " the fathers"— by Thy Word, 

By abolished sacrifice. 
Hearken David's Son and Lord ! 

Open Israel's darkened eyes ! 

Thou whom Abram saw afar I 
Chase the clouds till aU shall see. 

King, Messiah, Morning Star, 
Land of Promise, give with thee ! 

* Micah V. 8. Size must not scandalize ! 
Poetry is not a safe vehicle to a conclusion* 
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APPENDIX. 

The Ten Tribes. 

{p, 149.) After the Assyrian captivity, 
there were of course those of tlie ten tribes 
who were not carried away by Shabnanezer to 
combine With the liingdoin of Judah that was 
remaining. 

Ezekiel distinguishes Judah and the children 
of Israel his t^&fHpanioHs from Bjihtaim, and 
the house of Israel hi» companions, Ezekiel 
xxxvii. 16. Theref(»e the mixture on the 
return doefe llOt ftVail. Ettra and Nehemiah 
read throughdut wlU not supply the ten tribes 
among those who returned £rom Babylon, (see 
Ezra ii. 1, and Nehemiah Viii 6.) And if the 
17th chapter of the 3nd book of Kings was 
supplemented by Ezra, or some other held to 
be competent to do it, the phMUie 6ccurring 
several times " unto tliis day,*^ would express 
the mind of the Spirit (m the sulgect It may 
look like it, as a JSumm&ry adbount of the cap- 
tivity of Israel^ is given in tke i8tti chapter. 
It is also submitted, that whatever be that to 
which the teil tribes wtffe to be restored, or 
whatever be me^t by the ten tribes, the 
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restoration pointed at is a restoration subse- 
quent to the first advent, — It is when they 
should no more say, ** The ark of the covenant 
of the Lord," — Jer. iii. When David, God*s 
servant, should be king over them, Ezekiel 
xxxvii. 24.— And when, by another covenant 
than that of Moses, by God's everlasting 
covenant, Judah should receive her elder sister 
Samaria, and her younger sister Sodom, and 
no more open her mouth for shame when God 
is pacified toward them — (Ezekiel xvi.) 

" But further," remarks the author, " it will 
" be remembered, that of Ephraim, it was pre- 
dicted they should be broken &om being a 
people," &c." It does not say that they 
should cease to be, but the contrary ; and they 
are to return in some sense and be with 
Judah under one king, (Isa. vii. 8, Jer. vii. 15, 
like thing said^ in the passage^ of Judah, Hos. 
viii. 8, 9, &c., Hos. ix. 11, to end; these 
passages should be looked at in the original, 
and in their connexion.) 

" To sum up the matter," &c. If a return to 
Palestine is in any sense reserved, Ephraim 
will not envy Judah, nor Judah vex Ephraim 
with questions of genealogy. And if the import 
be spiritual, it will be shared in with the like 
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Indiscrimln&timi, whether the J ewn be of the 
first dispersion, or of the second, or of the 
third. 

(p. 152.) '< The ten tribes, it Is renmrked, 
'' to such extent as they were actually remored 
" from Judea, were placed by their Assyrian 
** captives in cities of the Medes. The cities 
of the Medes afterwards formed part of the 
kingdom of Cyrus* Cyrus issued A pro- 
clamation throughout his territorien, per- 
mitting the Jews to return to their own 
*' land. There was no interdict upon any 
" tribe. In various passages in Scripture we 
" have information expressly given, that some 
" of each tribe returned, kc." 

That some were to return with Judah, has 
already been stated, Eeekiel jtsicvii. 

That those of the ten tribes at liberty from 
private posfieludon might return with Judah, 
may be granted. 

But it is a return aftef the advent of some 
kind that is required. And a return literally 
or figuratively to the tvhok land, and not to 
Judea alone. 
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TheftUun ehstimdi of the Church and the 

WorU. 

(p. 155.) "The impedimenta therefore to 

" the spread of tnith, arising out of human 
" misrule, will be removed," 

« # « # # 

(p. 157.) " When religion has thus ad- 
" vanqed, the long predicted times of the 
'< Gentiles will have arrived, when the foot of 
" tyranny shall cease to trample on the soil of 
" Palestine; and Judeai with the rest of the 
" earth, shall become * as the garden of the 
" Lord;' its inhabitants, whoever they be, a 
" holy people, zealous of good works, Ante- 
" cedently to this, the Jews will have turned 
" to the God of their fethers, and the literal 
" descendants of Abraham have been merged 
•* in the general assembly and church of the first 
" horn; so that when the seed of Abraham is 

asked for, the respondent shall answer, * If 

you seek the seed of Abraham, look around, 
" behold all people have become the children 
" of Abraham.' " 

"The times of the Gentiles will have 
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^^ arrived.'* Does this mean that the phrase 
marks a crisis, called ^'The times of the 
" Gentiles," from which the subsequent course 
of things will take its rise ? Or, if " the times 
" of the Gentiles" describe the course of 
things with the Gentiles before that period, 
does it mean that during those times the pro- 
gress of religion with the Gentiles shall have 
been limited, and that thenceforth they shall 
advance as described? 

Whatever it be, "Antecedently to this," 
says the author, *' the Jews will have turned 
'* to the God of their &thers ;" that is, it is 
presumed^ antecedentiy to the times of the 
Gentiles having run out, or finding now the 
crisis from which spiritual things shall prosper 
with them. 

But, at all events, " The foot of tyranny 
" shall cease to trample on the soil of Pales- 
" tine ; and Judea, with the rest of the earth, 
" shall become ^ as the garden of the Lord,' 

its inhabitants, whoever they may be, a holy 

people, zealous of good works." Then, as 
antecedently to this the Jews will have turned 
to the God of their &thers, it wiU be but 
using their natural rights, which will meet 
no civil hindrance, that those who please and 
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can find room should return to tho land of 
their fathers I The kind of govemmeut that 
they may have or meet with may suggest 
itself. That all Christians are aud will ever 
be the childreu of Abraham by faith iu Christ, 
is settled by the New Testament Soriptures. 
(Galatians iii, 7, 39.) But how the Jews as a 
people will be merged in the general assembly 
and church of the first<boru needs explana- 
tion«->shail other people or nations be so 
merged ? 

That Christ's kingdom m not of this world 
is manifested in connexion with kingdoms 
that are of this world. Should there be nothing 
diverse from it, then, in a sense, would his 
kingdom be of this world. However the 
kingdom of Christ modify the kingdoms of 
this world, though it should come to be the 
case that the civil court is from time to time 
created only by its requirement— still it would 
be of this world. May it not therefore be a 
vain thing to be pushing at a kingdom in the 
world that is not of it ? A kingdom over every 
other may be looked for, and it maybe realized 
through its principles acting individually, and 
so, by modification and otherwise, socially, but 
not in the way of displacing other govern** 
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ments by itself, so long as it is a kingdom in 
a fallen world ; and this it must be to the end, 
if, at the endy there is to be a rising against the 
truth. Eey. xx. 

If, through any people in any place, (whe- 
ther Jews in Palestine or not) there existed A 
State in which the kingdom of this world, and 
Christ's kingdom, had their fuU and proper 
places, there would be a sphere in which a 
great mountain would have been divided — a 
judgment of principles haye had place, and 
living waters would flow forth. This would 
receive illustration if Mahommedanism on the 
one hand, and apostate Christianity on the 
other, were in Palestine to give way to the 
truth. 

The author continues,— " This progression 
" shall go on without any serious interruption 
" or interval, any loosing of Satan, any revival 
" of popery, idolatry, or infidelity, [should we 
not add religious regality or religious state- 
ism. Rev. xvii. 16 — 18.] imtil opposition to 
'' the government of Christ shall cease ; and 
" ' in such an hour as they think not' the 
" terminating day arrive, * when, in a moment, 
'' in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump, 
" all who live shall be changed; for the 
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'^ trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be 
'' raised incorruptible, and the living shall be 
" changed." The author leaves out of view 
the defection predicted to take place before 
the end, but probably only because he does not 
mean to refer to every thing that is revealed. 
But it is of moment as involving principle as 
wdl as stating fact. 

{p. 160.) He afterwards says,—" The fol- 
" lowing comparison of texts will prove that 
" the apostle employed * New heavens and 
" new eartK only metaphorically and antithe- 
" tically, as descriptive of that blessed con- 
" dition in which the renovated * creature' 
*' shall be no more ' subject to vanity,' but 
" crowned with the full fruition of the hope 
" which was his solace here. * We know,* &c; 
" 2 Cor. V. 1. Now if the apostle really looked 
" for * a new earth,' &c. literaUy^ he was of a 
" different mind from St. Paul, who was per- 
" suaded ' that when his earthly house was 
" dissolved, he should take up his eternal 
" abode in the heavens.' " 

" If so be that being clothed," &c. not found' 
to have previously put off the body — ^Does not 
the argument respect the Tabernacle of the 
person, not the place f 

x2 



» ■'■>.",^ 






106 



Heb. xi. 13, cited in oontintumoe! And the 
tiuthor adds,*^'* Is there not here an employ- 
'* ment of language, without question meta- 
*' phorical, that ought to satisfy us that the 
•* * new heavens and new earth* referred to by 
" Peter, are neither more nor less than 

heaven? The phrase, 'new heavens,' is 

nothing ' against this.' " Perhaps the phrase 
* new earth/ helps some to a different con- 
fdusionl 

** Then when the earth and heaven shall flee 
*• away,—" the judgment. 

** Th\iB, (in conclusion, he writes,) has the 
'* writer stated what he has gathered firom the 
''Scriptures; but of the times and seasons, 
" agreeably to the Divine intimation, he be- 
" lieves nothing can be stated ponHvefy with- 
** out presumption* It is true, that Qod has 
"been pleased in the prophecies of Daniel, to 
<' afford a due, by which the labyrinth of time 
'* might be traced to a certain extent But, 
" although it has conducted to the verification 
'' of prophecy in past eventSi perhaps it would 
''be unsafe to foUow it upon precisely the 
" same principles, in reference to any future 
" event. As ' of that hour knoweth no man' 

exactly; so I believe no dependance can be 
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'^ placed on the assumed data upon whicli 
" some would tell us the very year in which 
"the angel shall swear that 'Time shall be 
" no more.' " 

It will probably be felt to be a pity that 
the author haying touched the subject of this 
portion of the Appendix, should not have been 
more complete. And that he should haye 
quoted passages by accommodation, as if they 
coidd be so employed for proof. He may giye 
his mind more fully to the subject, for if there 
is error or presumption, it requires to be dealt 
with so as to explode error with light, and to 
hold back presumption with the reins of truth. 
In the concluding prayer all should join : 
" May the good Spirit of Truth direct his 
" people in the path of duty, keep them sober 
*' and yigilant, zealous and faithful, eyen imto 
^* death— ^the saints of the Most High be our 
'* companions now, and the lot in which we 
"may stand at the end of the days."— ♦ 
(Dan. xii. 13.) 
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DATA £*ItOM SORlPTURB 

AS TO 

TIMES AFTER THE DESCENT OF THE 

SPIRIT. 

To 6e CUuti/M ai helj^fiU to imliMtJon. 

Wilt thon at this time— the kingdom to 
Israel !•..« «.. Acts i. C, 6 v, 

Witneeaes in Jernsaletn, and all Judea 
and Samaria* and nnto the uttermost 
parts of the earth ...« «. i. 8» 

DayofPentecoit ..*«« «.o. .*«••. on. 11. 1. 

Therefore let all the ^otise of Israel 
know assuredly, &G. •••••• il. S6. 

Promise to you and your children, and 
to all that are afkr off il. 99. 

Peter and John went up together at the 
hour of prayer «. iiL 1. 

When (that, to the end that) the times of 

refreshing, &o « ill. 19. 

tJntil the time of restitution of all things^ 
which— prophets, &o ill* 21. 

Ye are the children of the prophets, and 
and of the covenant which God made 
with our fathers, saying unto Ahra^ 
ham, " And in thy seed shall all the 
kindreds of the earth he blessed*"— 
Unto you y^rjt, &c iii< 26. 

Go, stand and speak in the temple, all 
the words of this life * T. 20. 

To give repentance to Israel and for- 
giveness of sins « tt.f.l.ttt.^M....... t. 81. 
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And daily, in the temple and in every 
house they ceased not to teach and 
preach Jesus Christ Acte v.c42. v. 

Nicolas, a proselyte of Antioch vi- 5, 

A g^eat company of the priests were ohe- 
dient to the faith ▼>• 7. 

Then there arose certain of the Syna- 
gogue— suhomed men which said, vi. 9* 
"against Moses," false witnesses— 
« against this holy place and the law — 
destroy this place and change the 
customs which Moses delivered us." .. vi. 14. 

And he gave him (Ahr^Qiam) none in- 
heritance in it,**no, not to set his 
foot on<-*yet he promised that he would 
give it to him for a possession, and to 
his seed after him, when he had no 
child ^ ^ii- ^• 

And he gave him the covenant of cir- 
cumcision ▼"• ^' 

Time of the promise drew nigh which 

God had sworn to Abraham vii* 17. 

This Moses whom they refused, saying, 
&c.«-The same, &c vii. 35. 

This is that Moses which said unto the 
children of Israel, a Prophet " you." vli. 37. 

Our father who received the lively 
oracles to give unto us vii. 88. 

And I will carry you away beyond Baby- 
lon (ten tribes, or inclusive of them ?) • vii. • 43. 

Who have received the law by the dis- 
position of angels, and have not kept it vii. 53. 

The church which was at Jerusalem ... viii. 1. 

And straightway he preached Christ in 
the synagogues that he is the Son ot 
God ^ , ix. 20. 
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Bispated againtt th« Gredaiii (Hellen- 
iita) ..•••••• Aotois«c« 9 v. 

The churches reit throughout all Judea, 

Galilee, and Samaria* 4 4. «••••• «....« ix« 31. 

And when he had called the "tainU** 
and widows «.« «•«•••..« ix. 41* 

Cornelius— praysrt and alms a memorial z. 4t 

Words, whereby thou and all thy house 
shall be saved xi. 14. 

Peter's vision &e x. 15. 

Ye know that it is an unlawful thing for 
a man that is a Jew. (A. D. 41.) ... x. 28. 

God is no respecter of persons, &o x. 34. 

He is Lord of all ....« x. 89. 

To him give all the prophets—'* whoso- 
ever" X. 43. 

While, &c., the Holy Ghost on Gentiles 
also 1. 45. 

Which have received the Holy Ghost 
as well as we «..» X. 47* 

They of the ciroumcisionoontendedwith 
him XI. 2. 

Then hath God also to the Gentiles 
granted repentance unto life xi. 18. 

Preaching the Word to none but unto 
Jews only Xi. 19. 

Spake unto the Grecians (Hellenistas) xl. 20. 

And the disciples were called Christians 
first in Antioeh xL 20. 

Brethren which dwelt in Judea.. .«<••.. •.< xi. 29. 

And when they were at Salamis, they 
preached the Word of God in the 
synagogue of the Jews xlii. 6. 
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Came to Antiocli in Pisidia, and went 
into the synagogue Acts xiii.c. H v. 

Men of Israel, and ye that fear God, 
give audience, The God of this people 
of Israel, chose our fathers xiii. 17. 

Raised unto Israel a Saviour, Jesus ziiL 23. 

Men and brethren, children of the stock 
of Abraham, and whosoever &c to you 
is the word of this salvation sent xlii. 26. 

The promise which was made unto the 
fathers, God hath fulfilled the same 
unto us their children, in that &c. ... xiii. 33. 

And when the Jews were gone out of the 
synagogue (* the Gentiles,* rejected by 
Griesbach) besought that these words 
might be preached to them the next 
Sabbath xiH. 42. 

Many of the Jews and religious pro- 
selytes followed Paul and Barnabas... xiii. 43. 

It was necessary that the Word of God 
should first have been spoken to you, 
&c., lol we turn unto the Gentiles ... xiii. 46. 

In Iconium— synagogue cf Jews— and 
so spake— Jews and Hellenists believed xiv. 1 . 

But unbelieving Jews stirred up Gentiles xiv. 2. 

Who in times past suffered all nations 
&c. xiv. ' 16. 

How he had opened the door of faith 
unto the Gentiles xiv. 27. 

And certain ones who came down from 
Judea taught the brethren, except ye 
be circumcised after the manner of 
Moses ye oannot be saved. A.D. 68. xv. 1. 

When therefore; &c.,... 
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But there rose up certain of the sect of 
the Pharisees which believed^ saying, 
That it was needful, &c. And the 
. apostles and elders came together &c.Acts xv. c, 5 v. 

And put no difference between us and 
and them, purifying their hearts by 
faith XV. 9. 

Now therefore, &c* which neither our 
fathers nor we were able to bear. 
But we believe, &c. even as they xt. 10. 

Did visit the Gentiles, to take out of 
them a people for his name 

After this I will return, &c. that the 
residue might seek the Lord, and all 
the Gentiles upon whom, &c 

For Moses of old time hath, &c xv. 21. 

Unto brethren which are of the Gentiles • xv. 23. 

Certain which went out from us have 
troubled you, &c.— -to whom, &c 

It seemed good to the Holy Ghost and 
to us, &c XV. 28. 

Tlmotheus the son, &c xvi. II. 

Took and circumcised him because of 
the Jews, &c xvi. 3. 

And on the Sabbath we went out of the 

city, where prayer, &c xvL 13. 

They came to Thessalonica, where was 
a synagogue of the Jews. And Paul, 
as his manner was, went in unto them, 
and three Sabbath-days reasoned xvii. 1,2. 

And of the devout Greeks xvii. 4. 

Berea, who coming went into the syna- 
gogue of the Jews xvii. 10. 

Women which were Greeks ,., .,i.t.. ••..., xviit 12. 
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Athens— therefore disputed he in tho 
synagogue with the JewS| and with the 
devout persons, and in the market 
daily Acta zvii. e. 17v. 

And the times of this ignoranee &e. 
hut now, &c xvli. 80. 

A certain Jew, named Aquila, with wife 
Friscilla. All Jews to depart from 
Rome zviii. 2. 

And he reasoned in the synagogue every 
Sahhath, and persuaded the Jews and 
the Greeks zviii. 4. 

Paul pressed in the Spirit, and testified 
to the Jews, &o xviii. 6* 

Your hlood, &c. from henceforth I will 
go unto the Gentiles xviiL 6. 

Ciispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, 
helieved on the I^ord with all his bouse xviiL 8, 

This one (Paul) persuadeCh men to wor- 
ship God contrary to the law ?• xviii. 13. 

Having shorn hi« head—- Paul or Aquila zviii. 18. 

EphesuB-— he himself entered into the 
synagogue and reasoned with the Jews xviii* 19* 

I (Paul) must hy all means keep this 
feast that cometh in Jerusalem •••••» xviiL 21. 

A certain Jew, named Apollos... xviii. 24. 

Began to speak holdly in the synagogue xviii. 26. 

He mightily convinced the Jews xviii. 28. 

Kphesus again :— Went into the ayna- 
gogue, and for three months xiz. 9. 

All heard the word of the Lord Jesus, 
both Jews and Greeks xix. 10. 

All the Jews and Greeks also dwelling 
at Ephestts xix. 17. 
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He hasted, if it were possible for htm to 
be at Jerusalem the day of Pentecost Aets xx.c. 16 v. 

Testifying both to the Jews and also to 
the Greeks 21. 

So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the 
man, &o. and deliver him into the 
hands of the Gentiles zxi. 11. 

What things God had wrought among 
the Gentiles by his (Paul's) ministry xxi. 19. 

Thou seest, brother, how many thou- 
sands of Jews there are which believe, 
and they are all zealous of the law, 
and they are informed of thee, that 
thOu teachest all the Jews which 
are among the Gentiles to forsake 
Mosesj &c. » «... 

We have four men which have a vow, 
&c. — As touching the Gentiles which 
believe, we have written, &c 

Then Paul, &c to 26. 

And further, brought Greeks also into 
temple, and polluted this holy place. 
(For TrophimuB, an Ephesian, whom 
they supposed, &c.) xxi. 29. 

Make haste, and get thee quickly out of 
Jerusalem, &o xxiU 18. 

Depart, for I will— Gentiles xxil. 28. 

I wist not, brethren, that he was the 
high priest, for it is written &o« xxiii. 5. 

Be of good cheer, Paul } for thou hast 
testified of me in Jerusalem, so must 
thou bear witness also at Rome , xxiii. 11. 

Who also hath gone about to profane 
the-temple xxiv. 6» 

I went up to Jerusalem for to worship... xxiv. U« 
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Now, &fler many years, I came to bring 
alms to my nation and offerings ... Acts zxiv.c. 17 v. 

Whereupon certain Jews, from Asia, 
found me purified in the temple, &c. zxiv. 18. 

Neither against the law of the Jews, 
neither against the temple, nor yet 
against Cssar have I offended any* 
thing at all. (A. D. 60.) zxy. 8. 

To the Jews have I done no wrong, as 
thou veiy well knowest xrr, lOt 

But had certain questions against him 
of their own superstition, &c zzv* 19. 

Delivering thee from the people and the 
nations, &c zzvi. 17* 

Shewed first unto them of Damascus and 
at Jerusalem, and throughout all the 
coasts of Judea, and to the Gentiles zzvi. 20. 

Should shew light unto the people, and 
to the Gentitle zzvi. 23. 

And it came to pass that after three 
days Paul called the chief of the Jews 
together—^* I have committed nothing 
against the people or customs of our 
fathers'' zzviii. 17. 

Not that I have aught to accuse my na- 
tion of. zzviii. 19. 

Concerning this sect we know that every 
where it is spoken against zzviiL 22. 

After that Paul had spoken one word, 
(Isa. vi.) Well, &c.— Go unto this 
people, &c zzviii. 26. 

Be it known therefore unto you, that the 
salvation of God is sent unto the Gen- 
tiles, and they will hear it zzviii. 28. 
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FROM THE EPISTLES. 

Jews— -Persecution of churches of Judea 

by Jews of IThess. ii. «. 15r. 

Prejudice against Gentiles „ ii. 16, 

Aspect of Jewish Dispensation, 

Their dispensation in bondage Gal. iv. 16. 

Passover in illustration [ }^°/- 1' J* 

I 1 Peter 1. 19. 

Condemned by their own standard Rom. ii. 21. 

Distinctively regarded, or not distinctively. 

Gospel of circumcision Gal. ii. 7. 

Conciliation to be used, not dissimulation ii. 13. 

1 Cor. ix. 20.— No offence to z. 32. 

Circumcision nothing in Christ v. 6. 

Israel of God, who and what ? vi. 16. 

Circumcised— as called so remain ICor.vii. 18. 

Their advantage Rom.iii. 1. 

Jews or Gentiles baptized by one Spirit. ICor.xii. 13. 

Jews and Gentiles both under sin Rom. iii. 9. 

Jews and Gentiles alike justified iii. SO. 

Abraham heir of the World iv. 13.' 

Father of many nations iv. 16. 

Paul's solicitude ix. 1. 

Their patrimony ix. 4. 

Distinguished from Israel ix. 6. 

How rejected through self-righteousness ix. 30. 

Their fate predicted — Rock of offence... ix. 33. 

PauVs prayer for and reason of.... z* 1. 

l2 
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Their unbelief accoanted for ,••••• Rom. x. e, 16 v. 

Vindicated as it respects God z, 19. 

For moral purpose x. 19. 

Disobedient all day long x. 30. 

Not cast away xi. 1. 

Foreknown of them not cast away xi. 2* 

A remnant, as in Elijah's day xi. §. 

At large blinded, but election saved ... xi* 7. 

Reprobation of xi. 10. 

Their fall not the end of the mishap ... xi. II. 

Worth of their fall xi, 12. 

Their importance from effect of the fall xi. 12. 

Their casting off the reconcilement; with 
inference 

To be provoked through substitution of 

the Gentiles , , ,.. xL 18. 

Fall making Oentiles rich .t. 

Effect of restoration to world xi« 15. 

First fruit and root^eamest ,.«, xi. 16. 

Their root bearing Gentiles... ........... xi. 18, 

Moral reason of excision „..,...., xi, 20. 

Severity on , xi. 22. 

Susceptible of restoration through faith xi. 2$. 

Comparative facility for reinsertion xi. 24i. 

Their partial blindness subservient to 

purpose , ^ xi. 2S. 

All Israel eventually saved xi, 26. 

Beloved for Fathers* sakes-— as touching 

vlectJQn xi. 28. 
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Unbelief to be relieved tliroughGentiles' 
mercy (consult Macknight, Hodge, 
&c.) Rom. xi.c.31 v. 

Comprehensive unbelief for comprehen- 
sive mercy zi. 32. 

Christ, minister of circumcision for 
truth of God zv. 8. 

Gentiles with '' ^M people" zv. 10. 

Ministering to saints—poor saints at 
Jerusalem zv. 25. 

Gentile believers debtors to«*for " their** 
spiritual things zv. 27. 

Prayer, that service for them might be 
accepted of them zv. 31. 

Jews believing distinguiahed from Gen- 
tiles believing Eph. i. 1-11. 

Former course like that of Gentiles ii. 3. 

Jews and Gentiles both reconciled by 
Christ's cross and preaching ii. 16. 

Twelve tribes • James i. 1. 

Faulty iv. 8. 

"Brethren!" distinguished from those 
addressed in general v. 7. 

Neither Greek nor Jew Col. iii. 7. 

These only (of them) comfort iv. 11. 

Made partakers of Christ, if, &c Heb. iii. 14. 

Not entering because of unbelief iii. 19. 

Promise left iv. 1. 

Gospel of spiritual and eternal rest cor- 
responding to gospel of Canaan iv. 2. 

Rest— by faith— remaining-"" my rest" iv. 9, 1 1. 

Correspondence between fate in Wilder- 
ness, and at approaching destruction iv. 12. 

l3 
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lilelcliiseclefr— Len-i«Jttdah Rom« vii. o. t «. 

Christ in covtrast with Levi vii, 28. 

Tabernacle contrasted with that which 
the Lord hath pitched » Till. 22. 

Materials of their covenant described, and 
aervices iz. 1. 

The promise they might receive y,, x. 36* 

<< Yet a little while *' Hab. ii. 3, 4, quoted 87. 

Numeroiia seed fulfilled, &c. Abraham 
sought a country *« xi* 13. 

Jewish fathers bore witness through faith xL 8d. 

Better things than their's prpmised Mf««« si* 40. 

Come to heavenly Jerusalem xiit 2SL 

Christ suffered witiiont the gate. By 
him therefore xlii. 12. 

Jewish questions avoided • 1 Tim«i ^ 

Unruly and vain talken of olrcumoisioD. Titoti* 10. 

Not giving heed to Jewish fables i. 14. 

Strangers scattered 1 Fet« I I • 

In time past not a people i« 19« 

Judgment beginning at " us " iv. 17. 

See also 2nd epistle of Peter and epistle of Judc« 
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I thank God — forefathers with pure 
conscience 2Tim.i* 8. 

Jewish messengers sent forth, taking 
nothing of Gentiles • SJobOi 7. 



INCIDENTAL TRIBUTE, 

BY A GENTILE, 
TO JEWS AND JEWESSES OF THE 

NEW TESTAMENT. 
MATERIALS FOR A SERMON. 
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1 Timothy i. 2.—" Unto Timothy my own son in 

the fiuth/' 



The stady of oharaoter is known and felt 
by all to be a Tcry interesting and useful one ; 
and the apostle Paid adopts it as one of his 
methods of instruction. How yariously and 
beautifully has he done this in the epistle to 
the Hebrews, persuading us not to be slothfU 
but followers of them, who, through faith and 
patience, inherit the promises: supposing of 
course that we have been awakened from the 
death of sin that we are now alive to God, but 
that we are liable to slumber— or if we slumber 
not, we have need to be awake more than we 
are. 
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The Bible affords the best materials for the 
study of character. Its materials are all im- 
partial and true — ^true in matter, and true in 
spirit; but as biography is not its end or 
design, the materials are frequently scanty, 
and the few that are, are so scattered as to 
require some diligence to coUect them. 

It is additionally interesting and instructive 
in studying character, to study it in com- 
parison and by contrast, and to study it by 
association, and in connexion with circum- 
stances, as well as by means of its letters and 
literary productions. 

The text supplies us with two characters- 
supplies them in association— -circumstances 
are not wanting in them to giye illustration to 
character. And if we hare no production of 
Timothy's as written, or as uttered — ^no letter of 
his — ^no discourse of his — ^he is eloquent in not 
speaking, as he is prctctical both in doing and 
not doing. 

The text is suggestive of the following 
particulars : — 

I. Timothy in some sense Paul's spiritual 
son. 

II. Timothy in some sense Paul's minister. 

III. Timothy in some degree assimilated 
to Paul. 
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I. TuQCthy in lome lense Paul's spiritaal 
son. 

The word **owii''here, meaxui true or genuine. 
It is applied by Paul to Titus : and in Philip- 
pianSy when it is said, 4th chap, and 3rd yene, 
" I beseech thee also, true yoke-fellow,"— -it 
is the same word. The term, then, may em« 
biuce all the particulars that I have mentioned, 
or may be confined to any one of them. 

But in some sense Timothy was Paul's 
spiritual 8on-*or son in the faith. I say in 
some sense : in such sense as it would be the 
joy of my heart to be the spiritual parent of 
young people in this congregation. 

Paul came to Derbe and Lystra, (Acts xri.) 
He had been there some seven years before, 
(Acts xiv.) When first there, this Timothy, who 
was now little more than a youth, was a child* 
His mother was the wife of a Gentile, and 
her marriage caused some scandal among the 
Jews. The grandmother dwelt with them. 
The mother and grandmother embraced the 
faith. If they were spiritual Jews before they 
found the perfection of Moses and the prophets 
in the Lord Jesus. They inculcated the truth 
on the child Timothy. And when Paul paid 
his second visit he was the happy means of 
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bringing out and confinning the spirituality of 
tliifl young man. The ^Either probably was dead. 
The widowed mother and grandmother, like 
good Hannahs, would not withhold their son 
from the sendee of the Lord. And with 
many tears parting with his parents, he 
yielded to the challenge of Paul — and with 
many tears of supplication and hope, placed 
himself under his wing, and engaged to be at 
his direction. It is a gratifying thing to be 
the undivided instrument of conversion or 
salvation to any one, but in proportion as we 
become spiritual and of the mind of the Lord, 
we shall not be less pleased if it be said to us, 
Others have labored and ye have entered into 
their labors. To be an instructor is something, 
but to beget persons through the gospel, is a 
rich honor. Next to this, is that of minister- 
ing to those who have been so begotten. . And 
if any faU away and one convert him, let him 
know that he that converteth a sinner from 
the error of his ways, shall save a soul from 
death, and hide a multitude of sins. 

The man who takes one to patronize— who 
sees and encourages lus genius—does not spoil 
him, but matures him-~helps him to find scope 
and do his work-*he is deservedly honored as 
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the parent of such an one. How honored he, 
who like Paul, adopts a Timothy, a Titus, as 
a genuine son; and haying, in the hands of 
God, been the agent, sees God maturing the 
plant for his glory. 

II. We regard Timothy as Paul's son in 
the ministry. Truly his genuine son here. 
Hear how he speaks of him in this respect 
in Phil. ii. 19—25,—" But I trust in the 
Lord Jesus to send Timotheus shortly unto 
you, that I also may be of good comfort, when 
I know your state. For I have no man like- 
minded, who will naturally care for your state. 
For all men seek their own, not the things 
which are Jesus Christ's. But ye know the 
proof of him, that, as a son with the father, he 
hath served with me in the gospel. Him 
therefore I hope to send presently, so soon as 
I shall see how it will go with me." This 
supplies surely all that we require under this 
head. Here is thorough going in principle, 
spirit, and action— not following Paid for the 
sake of Paul— nor Paul dotingly fond of 
Timothy, but both what they were in them- 
selyes and to one another, for the sake of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. If we are to take the 
chronology of the Bible, ten years had Timothy 
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served Paul in the gospel when he is fhus 
epoken of to the Philippians, and when ad-' 
dressed with full approbation in this and the 
next epistle, other years had been added 
to these. Timothy, for the Lord's sake, 
faithful to Paul in the gospel. No minister 
can ask of another like submission, to 
that which Paul received from Timothy. 
There is not the spirit of prophecy now to 
direct in these matters; but happy is that 
minister of Christ, who, having been the 
means of bringing forth the plant of divine 
grace, is its successf^al nourisher, and the con- 
servator of it with fertility to the honor and 
glory of God. On the other hand, how dis« 
appointing, if like Mark, (although like him 
he shall afterwards repent, and be approved 
and used then,) if, at a crisis when service is 
required, there be some drawing back from 
labor, some predilection, some impeding or 
seducing influence, by means of which, what 
the spiritual parent had looked for, he finds not 

Can it be supposed that aU youthful minds 
here are shutting out the wisdom of God ? 

Can it be supposed that youthful emotional 
hearts have no emotion for the Son of Qoi ?'-* 
Yea, have not supreme emotion for him i 
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That permitted to be at home, and not like 
Timothy having their faith and devotedness 
tested by having to do violence to flesh and 
blood for the Lord's sake; they do not, at 
their homes, and in their homes, glorify the 
Savionr, and shew how the truth of Jesus, and 
the love of Jesus, can sheathe the sword at 
home, and make peace heavenly at home. 

Can it be supposed that what is being done 
with some solicitude, and care and prayer, (O 
how inadequate) is done with the indirect 
effect of blinding the eyes that it shotdd open 
-—hardening the hearts it should soften, and 
rendering more stubborn the wills it should 
subdue. If in the child be seen the man, and 
in the man be seen the child in the world, and 
in morals, what reason to fear that this will be 
the case, if, when the generous hand of gospel 
truth aims at regulating the sapling, that 
sapling refuse — be strong and stubborn in 
refiising— the hand that would give it some 
integrity and uprightness. 

Ye parents, not like Lois and Eunice far 
away, but like those in the interval between 
the first and second visit of Paul, do for your 
children, and for him who woidd bless them, 
what they did for Paul in respect of Timothy! 
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III. Son by assimilation. 

Likeness and contrast here. Likeness «n 
the &ith— ;/br the faith ; but unlikeness in the 
mode of conversion and natural temperament. 

Likeness — ^in the faith. The &ith is one* 
Is it not beautlfol to obserye how this uni(^ of 
faith is expressed by Paul in his salutations to 
both of his genuine sons, Timothy and Titusi 
Here at the inscription of this epistle : '* Paul, 
an apostle of Jesus Christ, by the command- 
ment of God our Saviour, and Lord Jesus Christ 
— our hope r* No other hope but Jesus. Christ 
in them the hope of glory. Then in his 2nd epis- 
tle, " Paid: an apostle of Jesus Christ by the 
will of God, according to the promise of eternal 
life, which is in Christ Jesus." Then to Titus ; 
" Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus 
Christ, according to the faith of God's elect, 
and the acknowledgment of the truth whidn is 
after godliness." These, brethren, are the 
essentials of imity, and essentials to unity. 
And therefore we speak not only of likeness m 
the faith, but of likeness to it, or in consecra- 
tion to it. Diversity will appear presently, 
but here was likeness. Not likeness in state 
only as there is a likeness among all christians 
—all redeemed — ^preserved— destined to be 
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gloi-ified : and these things one and the same 
personally in adverse seasons and prosperous 
ones—with the backslider and the pursuer. 
But this is not the thing intended here— the 
liiloe mind in these men, was the like leading 
purpose ; the like disposition, the like practice ; 
ai&d in their respect, the like vocation — called 
to the ministry of the Lord ; and in the same 
spirit, working to the same end. 

But the beauty of this unity is set off by 
diversity in other respects. We confine our- 
selves to Paul and Timothy. 

You have diversity, then, in their conversion, 
that is in the mode of it. In Paul's case, 
outward circumstances of most impressive 
character: deep experimental trial as you 
find in Rom. vu. — he had to be turned 
from a rigid self-righteous Pharisee to the 
renouncer of his own righteousness, dependant 
on the righteousness of Christ — and though a 
Jcfw, to a freedom that shoidd qualify him to 
be the apostle of the Gentiles, though in every 
lawful way the conciliator of the Jew* 

In Timothy's case you have a youthful Jew 
merging his spiritual Judaism in Christianity. 
The schoolmaster with him, is not a pedagogue 
driving to school, but the instructor at school 

h2 
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with the light of the gospel let into the sehool- 
house, and upon the lessons taught, while the 
home education by the grandmotherand mother 
is not disappointed through the father. 

Let us learn, not to bind God to a particular 
method of dealing in bringing sinners to 
Christ ; let us not refuise to recognise results, 
although the principles and doings from whidi 
they flow may not be easily traced by us. 

But we observe a difibrence in tempera- 
ment. 

Some of my hearers may have seen so much 
of the " Life of Dr. Chalmers," as to be ac- 
quainted with the &ct of the attachment Hiat 
subsisted between him and a young man of 
the name of Smith. In that young man's spi- 
ritual views, and perhaps his conversion, the 
doctor was instrumental. What an event ! to 
have been the means of begetting a son to im- 
mortal glory. This was an incident, that the 
elaboration of Chalmers could not wear out, 
and exhaust of interest. The young man 
fell ill, and died of consumption. The giant 
mind could be the attendant and the name. 
How beautiful to see him so possessed of affec- 
tion approaching fondness, and yet so dispos- 
sessed, as to be able to pursue his eomposi- 



131 



tions 1^ the bed side of him whom his presence 
consoled :-— a mutual consolation! 

Yet while we do not trace in Timothy the 
ardour of Paul, we never trace deficiency in 
Timothy—- never backwardness. He could act 
alone, as well as in company; he could be 
the precursor as well as the follower. Ardent 
spirits are borne over and through that which 
they wait not to calculate, and by which they 
are not daunted when it comes, but it is beau- 
tiful also to see the calm, the calculating, not 
drawing back like Mark, but as true to the 
mark as even a Paul. 

There may be something in temperament 
to give an admirable aspect to Christianity, 
but so &r as temperament goes each has its 
advantage and disadvantage; and no plant is 
an exotic that is bom from above, and placed 
beneath the Sun of Righteousness. 

Thus then we have endeavoured to look at 
Paul in his relation to Timothy, and at Timothy 
in his relation to PauL And may we not 
^remark, what a pitiable object is he, who 
having opportunity for character, has none, or 
worse than none, a bad one. God makes 
nothing in vain I It is then a paradoxical, or 
most melancholy apostrophe. Wherefore hast 
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thou made all men in vain? How many seem, 
through the working of sin and Satan, to be 
of no higher or better service than that of 
acting as a contrast with all that is beautiftil 
and good and happy. 

1. What a mercy that the principle is one, 
the means one, the grace one, by which we 
can come to have a status in character that 
shall be capable of subserving the highest 
purpose. 

' Whether it be a Paul, or an cqpposer, or a 
reprobate ; a Timothy, or a m<yraiist or legalist 
— -** This is a Mthful saying, aild worthy of aU 
acceptation," &c. Truly there is but one class 
upon whom the Gospel by implication seems 
to whisper discoun^ment. What is that? 
Those who not ignorantly, but advisedly, re* 
fiise the grace of the gospel. And who, by 
being lukewarm, are worse than being cold, 
or being cold, themselves acknowledge to be 
untouched by the Sun of Righteousness. 

2. It is possible to be Christiains, and yet 
to come under the reflection of the apostle-^ 
'^ I have no man like-minded." What an affect- 
ing thing that Christians are so living as that, 
if a time of severe trial were to come, they 
would be ashamed and confounded at the life 
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they had lived— Wise virgins yet slumbering 
and sleeping! Or, if a day of millennial power 
were to come, a prelude, a foretaste of heavenly 
blessedness, they would feel they were not fit 
for it. What shall be done ? Let us have the 
honor and blessedness of conversion here. 
Inefficient Christians have sinned and erred 
itota the truth, they want converting anew. 

Lastly. Be it ours to be followers of these 
as they followed Jesus. They were men of 
like passions with ourselves. Divine grace 
made them what they were, and the same 
grace can make us what we ought to be. 
Most men are formed for the most, and 
they pass through life without any parti- 
cular power to tell upon society: but every 
Christian is formed to tell spiritually upon 
others*— to tell upon the aspect of things even 
at the last day! Chbistian is indeed the 
highest style of man : he wears a dignity and 
glory. And therefore may our God count us 
worthy of this calling, and fulfil all the good 
pleasure of his goodness, and the work of &ith 
with power, that the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ may be glorified in us, and we in him, 
according to the grace of our God, and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 



•#* Qene&al Note. 

The writer of this little volume, not having 
consulted any one as to its contents, is alone an- 
swerable for its mind, spirit, and matter, — and he 
asks favor to the truth only. 
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